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HICKLING PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the parish council held on Tuesday 27th October 2015 at Hickling Village Hall, commencing at 7.30pm. 
 

Councillors: Greenwood (Chair)  McOuat   Salt 
   Brazener   Parkes   Smith 

Also in attendance, Borough Cllr. Combellack, The Clerk – Jo Cartmell and 10 members of the public. 
    

1. Apologies: NC Cllr. Cottee and Cllr. Oldham. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest: None. 
 

3. Acceptance of minutes of the meeting held 8th September 2015: Cllr. McOuat proposed that the minutes be accepted as a true 
record of the meeting; this was seconded by Cllr. Parkes and passed. 

 
Standing orders suspended 7.33pm 

4. Open session for the public limited to 30 minutes: 

Mr. Paul Frost asked the parish council to support his objections to the proposed development outlined in planning application 
15/02151/FUL and 15/02152/LBC. He expressed concerns that an increase in visitor numbers would lead to an increase in the 
levels of traffic and vehicles parked around The Wharf area, particularly as it was already a significant problem. The increase in 
traffic would have a significant impact on the Faulkes business due to their vehicles already being prevented from turning into 
the property by on-road parking. Mr Frost pointed out that the shared entrance would become a safety issue due to the increase 
in the number of cars, HGVs, cyclists and pedestrians all manoeuvring in a small area, especially as the entrance is obscured 
from one side. There are already 3 businesses operating within 20m of the entrance and if this development went ahead, the 
traffic and parking issues which already affect residents and those travelling through the village, will only become worse. 
Mr Bob Rooke supported the concerns raised by Paul Frost and added that the development would see a rival business directly 
opposite which would be detrimental to The Plough especially as the opening hours are so long. The increase in traffic would 
also affect his deliveries as the area already struggles to cope with farm traffic and visitor traffic at current levels. 
It was also noted that the charitable events which often focused on serving refreshments would be affected as this business 
would draw customers away. 
Richard Page asked that the parish council request that the County Council to inspect Bridegate Lane with a view to filling in the 
holes that have developed along the edge of the tarmac where it meets the verge. Council members agreed that they had also 
noticed that the road edges were being eroded away, the Clerk was asked to contact the County Council. 
Action: The Clerk to contact the County Council. 

Mr Alan Herd informed the parish council that he was still experiencing issues with the building works at Church Farm and that 
they were already had a big impact on the residents at Mill Lane. He emphasised that he had no issue with the Parkes Family 
making a living but that he had experienced his property shaking from the construction vehicles and that the tractors and cement 
mixers were also adding to the noise issue. He was extremely concerned that the track which had been laid to carry out the 
construction had not been included in any application and wished to know if this track was going to become a permanent feature. 
Mr Herd had already informed the council that he had received no consultation from the Borough Council regarding this 
application and expressed concern that he had not had chance to comment on the proposals before permission for the 
application was granted. 
Cllr. Greenwood noted that the issue of poor notification by the planning department had been an issue for a long time. He 
sympathised with the situation Mr. Herd found himself in but noted that the parish council were limited in what it could do simply 
because the planning application had been passed and the recent visits by Environmental Health and Building Control had not 
found any breaches of conditions by the applicant or contractor. He suggested that the parish council inform the Borough Council 
that residents still had concerns regarding the site and ask that the Borough Council to look again at the continuing issues. 

 Action: Clerk to speak to RBC. 
Standing orders re-instated – 7.55pm 
 

5. Planning Matters. 
Applications:  
15/02151/FUL & 15/02152/LBC 

Mr Chris Grice 
New windows and doors, new toilet block extension, change of use café tea rooms with bike hire and repairs, new counter sales, 
stairs, flooring and lighting. 
The Old Wharf building, Main St, Hickling. 
Cllr. Greenwood raised concerns that this development would bring many issues to the Wharf area without benefiting the village 
as a whole. He noted the insufficient parking, increase in traffic and safety issues were all going to effect the three business 
which were located in the vicinity of the Wharf and the increased competition for the Plough could pose a threat to a key facility 
in the parish. 
Cllr. McOuat also supported the concern raised in the open session that charitable fundraising events based on serving 
refreshments would suffer as people may be drawn away by an additional facility. 
Council members unanimously voted to object to both applications. When considering application 15/02151/FUL, members were 
extremely concerned regarding a number of issues. Firstly, the increase in the level of traffic would lead to greater congestion 
and safety issues on the Main St. There is already a significant problem with visitors to the canal parking on the road and 
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reducing the highway to one lane. This is a particular problem in the summer, spring and autumn and leads to agricultural 
vehicles and plant vehicles which need to access a local business adjacent to the Wharf, struggling to get through. The parking 
for 10 vehicles was considered insufficient to reduce the problem, particularly as the proposed access comes off a private drive 
which is where the plant hire vehicles access their business premises and farm vehicles access farmland behind the Wharf. 
With regard to safety, the increase in the levels of traffic in this area was of great concern considering there would be cars, plant 
hire vehicles, farm vehicles, pedestrians and the additional bikes from the bike hire facility all using a single track entrance. 
Members also shared the concerns with regard to the detrimental effect these proposals will have on the Plough Inn which is 
directly opposite. Members were concerned about the loss of business to this establishment which has become a really important 
part of the village, particularly due to the long opening hours proposed in this application. The increase in traffic and parking 
problems could also to detrimental to other businesses which are within 20m of the Old Wharf. Members felt these proposals 
were of no benefit to parishioners and could damage local funding raising efforts which regularly take place in the community 
and involve serving refreshments.  
In relation to 15/02152/LBC, members were concerned that the character of the building would be compromised by the extension 
block. The proposed extension is unsympathetic and not in-keeping with the existing building which is of historical importance 
in the conservation area and therefore members felt they could not support the proposals. 
15/02387/FUL 

Mr Brendan Clarke 
Timber framed, open sided, flat roof garden store and covered parking. 
The Clarke House, Clawson Lane, Hickling. 
No objection. 
Decisions: 

15/01349/FUL 
Mr Platt  
Little Acre, Melton Rd, Hickling Pastures 
Single storey extension to existing single storey annex. 
Application discussed between meetings:  
15/02186/FUL 

Mr Jason Nunn 
Replacement dwelling and attached garage including demolition of existing bungalow and garage  
Shalena Melton Road Hickling Pastures   
Members originally unanimously objected to this application due to the scale of the proposed dwelling but after the applicant 
resubmitted a revised version of the proposals with a smaller dwelling, the proposals were supported by the majority of 
councillors. Cllr. Salt and McOuat both voted not to support the revised proposals. 
15/02051/FUL.  
Central Helicopters. 
Proposed extension to existing storage unit  
Nottingham Heliport Broughton Lodge Farm Fosse Way Upper Broughton. 
Objection submitted – members felt that the site should not be extended any further until current investigations were concluded 
and issue relating to the heliport resolved. 
 

6. Correspondence: 
History Group: Request for funding to the value of £100 – the parish council agreed to part funding of the history groups work in 
relation to the Fred Maltby Event but asked the Clerk to emphasise that requests for funding are considered on the merits of 
individual applications and that this contribution should not be taken as an indication that future requests for funding will be 
supported by members. 
Action: Clerk to forward payment. 
NCC: Supporting Local Communities Grant: Notification from the County Council that the grant scheme (replacing the Local 
Improvement Scheme) was now open and bids for capital support should be submitted before 18th December. 
RBC: Planning department: An acknowledgement of recent problems at the Borough Council planning department had been 
received and some changes to the planning process at an administrative level had been introduced particularly in relation to 
planning deadlines for consultees and submitting comments online.  
RBC: Response relating to Heliport: The response from the investigation carried out by the Borough Council concluded that 
there were no breaches of planning conditions. 
 

7. Cemetery – Review of guidelines for plants/planting: Council members received the amended notice prior to the meeting which 
had been proposed by Cllr. Smith. Cllr. Greenwood seconded the proposals and councillors unanimously supported the 
implementation of the new guidelines. The Clerk was asked to update the noticeboard accordingly.  
The guidelines regarding plants in the cemetery are as follows. 
No planting of shrubs or trees is allowed on plots although seasonal flowers typically below 40 cm in height are acceptable. The 
planting of other perennials should be discussed, in advance, with The Clerk or Parish Councillor overseeing cemetery matters. 
Where graves remain unattended for six months or more, the burial authority will mow the surface and landscape as required. 
These guidelines are also applicable to replacement plants and shrubs. 
Action: Clerk to update noticeboard. 
 

8. Neighbourhood plan – Cllr. Greenwood noted that he was favourably impressed by the information he had received at a recent 
meeting relating to setting up a neighbourhood plan. He noted that the process would not be a quick one but with a steering 
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group driving this forward, he still thought it was worth investigating further as the Neighbourhood Plan would become part of 
the Local Plan and hold more weight in relation to having a say on development proposals going forward. 
As all members were in agreement, the Clerk was asked to organise a meeting in January which would hopefully be attended 
by parishioners, RCAN and councillors with a view to engaging with parishioners and establishing a subcommittee. 
Action: Clerk to organise meeting. 
 

9. Highways and Footpaths. 
Mill Lane – The Clerk had received notification that the Modification Order proposed by the County Council had not been 
confirmed and that Mill Lane would not therefore be formalised as a footpath. 
 

10. Local Bus Service: There were no updates relating to the service but it was noted that the bus was turning around in Long 
Clawson Lane which was not the agreed turning point for the service. 
The Clerk was asked to inform the County Council that this was taking place. 
Action: Clerk to speak to the County Council. 
 

11. Environmental Matters: 
Helicopter traffic: item covered under correspondence. 
Tree Planting: Cllr. Combellack confirmed that an article relating to community tree planting was placed in the Rushcliffe Reports 
magazine. Cllr. Brazener noted she had a copy of the article and would forward to the Clerk with a view to moving this forward 
at the next meeting. 
Action: Cllr. Brazener to forward article. 

 
12. Community matters. 

 Hickling Village Hall: Cllr. Brazener had attended the most recent Village Hall Committee meeting and updated the 
parish council on their recent activities. She noted that the committee was looking to have new hardwood windows 
installed at the front of the building and were considering asking the parish council to fund the cost of purchasing new 
curtains for these windows. 

 Telephone Kiosk/Defibrillator(s): The painter had not yet commenced the work on the telephone kiosk. The Clerk noted 
she would contact him to find out when this work was likely to commence. 
Action: Clerk to contact the painter. 
 

13. Friendship with Farmington: The Clerk informed members that she had received a call from the Clerk of Hickling Parish Council 
in Norfolk, noting he was in receipt of the letter from Farmington relating to the twinning agreement. The Clerk of Hickling, Norfolk 
had unfortunately been unwell and unable to forward the correspondence, however she expected to receive it within the next 
few days and would forward it to The Chair for him to respond to. 
Action: On receipt of the letter, Clerk to forward to Chair. 

 
14. Local policing: Cllr McOuat attended the Police Priority Settings meeting and noted that there had been a decrease in crime 

levels but an increase in thefts from outbuildings so that would be the priority for police in this area over the next three months. 
The number of PSCOS is still set to be reduced to 11 but action was being taken to try and increase this number. 
 

15. Grantham Canal: Lengthman’s Hut: Repairs to the lengthman’s huts were due to start on some or all of the following dates. 29th 
October, 5/6/12/13th November. 

 
16. Walker’s Green:  

Additional playground equipment: The Clerk was asked to obtain brochures from companies with a view to purchasing additional 
playground equipment. 
Inspection feedback: Cllr. Smith noted that there with three main issues from the inspections. 
The bench needed repainting, the hedge needed cutting and the bins still hadn’t been emptied. 
Action: Clerk  to obtain brochures and speak to Streetwise with regard to the bin and the hedge. 
 

17. Finance: Balance on 30th Sep 2015 – Current account: £14,970.28 and Reserve Account: £3,812.07. 
Payments due: 

Cheque No Payee Description Amount 

616 Rushcliffe Borough Council Election fees £36.00 

617 J. Cartmell  Clerks Salary 2/4 £750.00 

 
Cllr Salt proposed that the above payments be made; this was seconded by Cllr. Parkes and passed. 
Action: Clerk to forward payments. 

 
18. Items from members for the next agenda: to be forwarded one week prior to the meeting. 

 
19. Late items and Chairman’s matters: None. 

 
20. Date of next meetings: 8th Dec. 
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Meeting closed: 9.12pm 
 


