
HICKLING PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting held on Tuesday 29th March 2016 commencing after the conclusion of the Annual Parish Meeting in 
Hickling Village Hall. 
 
 Councillors:   Greenwood (Chair)  McOuat   Parkes 
   Brazener   Oldham   Smith 
 
Also in attendance: NC Cllr. John Cottee, Borough Cllr. Combellack, The Clerk – Jo Cartmell and two members of the public. 
 

1. Apologies: Cllr. Salt. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest: 
Cllr. McOuat in relation to Item 19. Annual tender. 
Cllr’s Greenwood and Oldham: Item 5. 15/00557/FUL 
 

3. Acceptance of minutes of the meeting held 2nd February 2016: Cllr. Oldham proposed that the minutes be accepted as a true 
record; this was seconded by Cllr. Smith and passed. 
 

Standing orders suspended: 7.13pm 
4. Open session for the public limited to 15 minutes: BC Combellack requested that the parish council alert Notts County Council 

to the damaged salt bin on Bridegate Lane. It appeared that the lid of the bin had been ripped off in high wind. 
BC Combellack noted she had received complaints with regards to the operations at AE Faulkes. The general noise and 
movement of large vehicles from the site was an on-going concern for neighbours and Cllr. Combellack would like to see the 
parish council take action to support the neighbours with their concerns. Cllr. Greenwood noted that this would be discussed 
under item 14. Environmental Matters. 
A private hedge matter was raised by Cllr. Greenwood in relation to a boundary hedge. The Clerk informed the council that it 
was unable to intervene in private boundary matters and these should be resolved between the two parties, with legal 
representation if necessary. In relation to hedges, Cllr. Clarke noted that the front hedge of the same property was still 
encroaching on the public footpath and although it had been trimmed it was still reducing the width of the path significantly. The 
Clerk was asked to contact the owner with regard to having the hedge trimmed back. 
The Clerk was also asked to put a message in the Hickling Standard to all households asking them to maintain their hedgerows 
to ensure clear passage along the pavements. 
Action: Clerk to contact owner and put a notice in the Standard. 

Standing orders re-instated: 7.20pm 
 

5. Planning Matters. 
Applications:  
16/00557/FUL 

Mr & Mrs Thomas - New dwelling and detached garage. 
Manor House Main Street Hickling. 
Members voted by three votes to one to object to this application due to the significant increase in size which would lead to over-
development of the site and concerns about the access during construction and when the dwelling was complete. 
16/00456/FUL 
Mr Michael R Moroney -Installation of roof light 
14 Main St. Hickling. 
No objection. 
16/00343/OUT 
Mr John Collishaw - New Farm workers dwelling. 
Malt House Farm 
No objection. 
F/3449 Notts CC 
16/00398/CMA RBC John Brookes Sawmills 

Placement of a 950KW Pytec biomass boiler within the existing building 'C' incorporating a 10m high flue. Construction of a new 
enclosure to the south side of the existing building to cover two Fliegi dryers. And change of use of the existing building to a dry 
pellet store. 
Members voted unanimously to object due to the noise pollution and dust pollution from the site and also due to the visual impact 
of the proposals. Council members are concerned about the continued industrialisation of the site and the area as a whole. 
F/3475 John Brookes Sawmills 
Additional hardstanding on undeveloped land within the confines of the existing wood facility site, the construction of a 5m high 
wall for noise attenuation purposed and the re-orientation of the wood shredding building from that which is currently consented 
with amended roof design. 
Members voted to object to the application on the grounds that the 5m wall would have a significant negative impact on the 
visual appearance of the site. 
Action: Clerk to forward responses. 
Applications discussed between meetings:  

16/00204/FUL: Mr Herrick – Detached dwelling and brick barn. Cross Roads Farm, Hickling Pastures – no objection submitted. 
16/00190/FUL: Mr Wingrove – Single storey side and front extension. Farmsgate, Main St. Hickling – no objection submitted. 



Decisions. 

15/02913/FUL 
Mr & Mrs Pressley 
Japonica House, Main St. Hickling 
Loft conversion, replacement windows, increase in height of existing rear extension. 
Permission granted. 
15/02568/FUL 
Mr & Mrs Rooke 
Change of use of land for car parking and siting of marquee in connection with public house. 
Plough Inn, Main Street, Hickling. 
Refuse permission. 
Additional planning matters.  

i) Complaint relating to Rowan House (Rol Kah). The complaint had been forwarded to the ombudsman as agreed at the last 
meeting. 
ii) 10 Main Street, Hickling: A non-material amendment notification was received from the Borough Council and as the changes 
were relatively minor, no objection was submitted. 
iii) Swan House, Main St. Hickling – The Chair had received a complaint about the removal of hedgerow which had previously 
been identified by the Borough Council as protected. This was duly reported to the Borough Council as it is an issue that has to 
be dealt with through the planning department. The Chair received a prompt response from Mr Pegram and the Borough Council 
is in the process of dealing with this issue. 
 

6. Matter’s arising: 
Response from NCC Highways asking for justification regarding its decision not to object to The Wharf development – the Clerk 
had forwarded the response which was detailed and comprehensive and accepted by councillors. The Clerk was asked to 
forward the response to Mr. Frost. 
Action: Clerk to forward response. 
 

7. Melton Borough Council: Local Plan: Cllr. Oldham reported back that the proposed increase in houses for the parish of Long 
Clawson was significant and that the village is second only to Bottesford in terms of the number of house proposed. The parish 
council raised concerns relating to the highways and infrastructure, arguing that neither could cope with the extra usage of the 
proposed number of dwellings. The Clerk was asked to register the concerns. 
Action: Clerk to forward response. 

 
8. Neighbourhood Plan: Cllr. Greenwood proposed that the next step should be to organise a meeting with a view to establishing 

a sub-committee. The meeting would be confirmed for the middle of June and would be advertised with flyers and posters and 
emails with a registration option in the pub and village hall.  
Action: Clerk to liaise with members with a view to holding a meeting in June. 

 
9. Correspondence. 

CPRE: Best kept village competition: It was decided that the parish should not be entered in the competition this year. 
 

10. Queen’s 90th Birthday Beacons and Clean for the Queen. 
Beacon insurance: £50 quote received from Zurich Municipal to insure the event. Cllr. Smith proposed that the quote be 
accepted; this was seconded by Cllr. Brazener and passed. 
Funding for celebrations: No funding requests at this time. 
 

11. Cemetery: None. 
 

12. Highways and Footpaths. 
Gulleys and Drains. 
Complaint regarding operations at A.E Faulkes – Councillors considered the issue raised by Cllr. Combellack in the open 
session. There was concern that there was little detail regarding how, when and why the noise disturbances were occurring and 
Cllr. Smith was asked if he was aware of the issue. Cllr. Smith noted he was aware that there had been issues raised and he 
thought that the relevant authorities had already been involved. Councillors noted that there was some question as to whether 
this was simply the incompatibility of running this type of business from a small village or if the noise had increased over recent 
times for a particular reason. Council members decided to ask the Clerk to write to the directors of A. E Faulkes and make them 
aware of the complaint that had been received and this would give them the option to resolve any outstanding issues or explain 
any increase in noise from the site before any further actions were taken. 
Action: Clerk to forward a draft to councillors for approval and then send to AE Faulkes. 

 
13. Local Bus Service: None. 

The Clerk noted that the County Council had asked for help from the parish council to keep the bus stop tidy and she has noticed 
it was starting to fill up with leaves and litter. Cllr. Brazener offered to tidy the bus stop. 
Action: Cllr. Brazener to tidy out bus stop. 

 
14. Environmental Matters: 

Dog fouling: The Clerk had received another complaint relating to dog fouling which was made worse by the fact the animal 
responsible was infected with worms. The Clerk noted that notices had been put up around the village and the in the parish 



magazine but dog fouling was still an issue. The Clerk was asked to contact the dog warden to see if the problem could be 
addressed. 
Action: Clerk to contact dog warden. 
 

15. Community matters. 

 Hickling Village Hall: Cllr McOuat provided a summary of the minutes from the last village hall meeting. 
Village Hall Committee: Funding application for the new sign – The Village Hall Committee had applied for a contribution 
to the cost of the new sign at the Village Hall. The sign had cost £1,254 including installation. Members voted to give a 
grant of £1,000 towards the cost of the sign. 
Action: Clerk to notify the VH committee and forward the payment. 

 Telephone Kiosk/Defibrillator(s): The decorator who quoted for the job had been in touch with the Clerk and was looking 
to carry out the repainting of the kiosk in the near future. 
 

16. Friendship with Farmington: Cllr. Greenwood informed members that the letter had been sent to Farmington and that he was 
hoping to receive a reply shortly. He had asked if the administrative body at Farmington had any suggestions as to how the 
friendship could be cemented further and would report back, hopefully at the next meeting. 
 

17. Local policing: None. 
 

18. Grantham Canal: Lengthman’s Hut. 
Cllr. Combellack gave an update on the project so far, the main development being that some of the sleepers had been 
removed to be prepared for the rebuilding of the hut. There was nothing further to report at this point. 
CART: Repainting of railings – the Canal and Riverside trust had offered the help of some students to tidy up around the canal 
area. Cllr. Combellack noted that the rails around the basin needed repainting. The workers would need somewhere to take a 
break and refreshments and Cllr. Combellack had suggested the use of the Plough. Cllr. Greenwood agreed to speak to the 
landlord of the Plough with regard to this. 
Action: Cllr. Greenwood to speak to Bob Rooke. 

 
19. Walker’s Green:  

Cllr. McOuat left the meeting. 

Annual tender. – The Clerk had received two sealed envelopes which were marked ‘tender’ and these were opened and the 
quotes read out. The quote received from R Salt was for £430.00 per year, the second quote was for £620.00. Cllr. Parkes 
proposed that the lower quote be accepted for 3 years; this was seconded by Cllr. Oldham and passed. 
Cllr. McOuat re-joined the meeting. 

Additional playground equipment: item deferred. 
Inspection feedback: The inspections has been carried out and the reports forwarded to the Clerk. No new issues to report. 
 

20. Finance: Balance on 31st Dec 2015 – Current account: £13,321.28 and Reserve Account: £3,812.07. 
Appointment of Internal Auditor: Cllr McOuat proposed that the quote for £45.00 be accepted; this was seconded by Cllr. Oldham 
and passed. 
Payments due: 

Cheque No Payee Description Amount 

626 J Cartmell  Fourth Quarter Salary £750.00 

679 Zurich Municipal Beacon insurance premium £54.75 

678 Hickling Village Hall Grant for the sign £1,000 

Cllr. Brazner proposed that the above payments be made; this was seconded by Cllr. McOuat and passed. 
 

21. Items from members for the next agenda: None. 
 

22. Late items and Chairman’s matters: None. 
 

23. Date of next meetings: 17th May AGM. 
 

No further business – Meeting closed 8.55pm 
 
 

 
 


