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HICKLING PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a meeting of the parish council held on Tuesday 6th September 2016 in Hickling Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm. 
 
Councillors:  Greenwood (Chair)  McOuat   Parkes 

Brazener    Oldham   Smith 
Also present: Notts County Cllr. Cottee, Borough Cllr. Combellack, The Clerk – Jo Cartmell and four members of the public. 
 

1. Apologies: None. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest: None. 
 

3. Acceptance of minutes of the meeting held 19th July 2016: Cllr. McOuat proposed that the minutes be accepted as a true record 
of the meeting; this was seconded by Cllr. Brazener and passed. 
 

4. Co-option of new member: Cllr Greenwood asked if there was anyone present who wished to be co-opted as a member of the 
council. There were no volunteers present so the item will remain until the vacancy is filled. There had been an expression of 
interest from one member of the parish, who would hopefully come along to the next meeting. 
 

Standing orders suspended: 7.34pm 

5. Open session for the public limited to 15 minutes. 

Mrs Haines attended the meeting in relation to planning application 16/02035/FUL. She noted that she was disappointed with 
the proposals outlined in the application and that she was concerned about all the older buildings in the village being knocked 
down. She stated that the new building would be extremely large and imposing and wished the parish council to consider her 
objection during its consideration of the planning application.  
Mr Bolton also raised concerns about the proposals as his property is attached to the outbuildings which the applicant wishes to 
pull down. Although he did not oppose the proposals in principle, he was keen that a third party wall agreement was in place 
before the work commenced and conditions set so that he wasn’t disturbed by noise and site traffic during construction. 
Mr Bolton also asked the parish council to consider circulating the minutes by email as he felt that the parish council wasn’t 
proactive in its communications. Council members agreed to look into the possibility of doing this further. 

Standing orders reinstated: 7.50pm 

 
6. Planning Matters. 

Applications:  

16/02035/FUL Mr A Overall 
Replacement dwelling and garage. 
The Ruins, Main St. Hickling. 
The parish council unanimously voted to object to the proposals outlined in this planning application. Members accepted that 
the general appearance of the front of the proposed property was acceptable but the large mass of the building is not in keeping 
with the village and the surrounding buildings. It would have a negative impact on the street scene and would be incredibly 
overbearing on surrounding properties. 
Action: Clerk to forward response. 
Decisions. 
16/01144/ADV Mr Grice. The Old Wharf, Main St, Hickling. Wooden sign advertising business name. Permission granted. 
Additional planning matters.  

i) Complaint relating to Rol Kah: The Ombudsman had replied and informed the parish council, that as a public body, it was 

unable to raise a complaint with them. If an individual wished to register a complaint with the Ombudsman, then that would be 
investigated via the normal procedures but as far as the parish council’s complaint was concerned the case was closed. At 
present, there was no one who wished to submit a complaint and the item would be removed from the agenda as the parish 
council could no longer act on this matter. 
 

7. Neighbourhood Plan – BC Combellack reported back on the August meeting of the sub-committee and informed members that 
a stall would be in place at the Scarecrow weekend where people would be asked what they did and did not like about the parish 
and what they would and wouldn’t like to see in the parish. The information would be collated and form the basis of a 
questionnaire which would be circulated to every household in the parish. 
 

8. Correspondence. 
RCAN: Town and parish forum on Oct 5th. No-one available to attend. 
NCC: Shale gas consultation: No comments to be forwarded. 
 

9. Cemetery. 
Review of cemetery fees: The clerk presented some figures in relation to the cemetery fees and noted that the fee structure had 
not been reviewed for a number of years. Members felt it would be appropriate to consider whether the fees should be changed 
in the future which would also give them the opportunity to adopt a more detailed pricing structure, if appropriate. The Clerk was 
asked to gather some more information on the cost of burials to give members a more informed view at the next meeting. Cllr. 
Smith volunteered to assist with this as the member for the Cemetery. 
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Action: Cllr. Smith and the Clerk to collate information relating to cemetery fees. 

 
10. Highways and Footpaths. 

Footpath complaint: The parish council were made aware of a complaint from a resident on Hickling Pastures about large dogs 
that are exercised freely on land that has a footpath passing through it. The matter had been addressed by the dog warden. The 
further issue about the footpath being overgrown was being addressed by the Rights of Way Officer at NCC. No action required. 

 
11. Local Bus Service: Cllr. Oldham informed members that the 853 service was still running and it looked like it would remain and 

possibly be extended into West Bridgford. He also said that the cost to the tax payer for this service had reduced from over £13 
to £8.99 due to increased passenger numbers. The Clerk was asked to make people aware of the need to keep the service 
viable as the buses were constantly being reviewed. A notice was to be placed in the Standard encouraging people to use the 
bus. 
Action: Clerk to put a notice in the Standard. 

 
12. Environmental Matters: 

Dog fouling on public rights of way: The Clerk had obtained some detailed information about dog fouling from the NFU in Scotland 
and was creating an informative note for the Standard to make parishioners aware of the health implications to humans and 
livestock of not picking up dog faeces. 
Action: Clerk to put a notice in the Standard. 

Village Handyman: The Clerk had contacted Langar Parish Council and had been informed that both the Lengthsman and the 
craftsman were both unable to take on extra hours as one was already struggling to fit in the hours for Langar and the other was 
unable to drive at present. Council members did not feel able to take this any further at present but would revisit the idea in the 
future. 
Noxious smells – A complaint from Mr Hand had been received in relation to the smells that had come from farming work during 
the summer months. Mr Hand enquired as to whether anything could be done about the smells.  Members agreed this there was 
little that could be done as this was a farming village and there was nothing illegal or untoward and that residents have to accept 
that this as part of living in farming rural farming community. 
Action: Clerk to forward response to Mr Hand. 

 
13. Community matters. 

 Hickling Village Hall: The new windows had been installed and the insulation in the main hall completed. 

 Telephone Kiosk/Defibrillator(s): Repairs to rotten door – Cllr. Greenwood was to check if the rest of the kiosk was 
made of iron to ensure the rest of the structure was sound. The Clerk was asked to contact BT to see if they were able 
to give any direction on getting the door repaired and if not, members would look to purchase a new door. 
Action: Clerk to contact BT & Cllr. Greenwood to check phone box. 

 PCC – Request for funding – Clock winding mechanism: a report on the fundraising efforts so far had been forwarded 
to members for consideration. Council members were still minded to make a contribution but would wait to see what 
the outcome would be in relation to grant applications before committing. The Clerk was asked to reply to the PCC and 
ask them to keep the parish council informed on the fundraising efforts. 
Action: Clerk to contact PCC. 

 
14. Local policing: 

Feedback from resident: The Clerk forwarded a letter that had been received by Borough Cllr. Combellack from a concerned 
resident following a burglary on Harles Acres relating to street lighting. The resident questioned the policy of turning off street 
lights overnight and raised concerns that the lighting was a security risks for residents. They also noted that a light at the end of 
Harles Acres was also on for a large portion of daylight hours. It was believed that the light had now been fixed. 
Council members acknowledged the letter and the conflicting opinions on whether turning the street lights off made properties 
more vulnerable or not. 
 

15. Grantham Canal: Lengthman’s Hut. 
CART: Repainting of railings: The Clerk had been in contact with Canal and Riverside Trust who were happy to supply the paint 
and some of the workforce but asked for a couple of volunteers to assist with the painting. The Clerk was asked to put a notice 
in The Standard asking for volunteers to come forward to help with this task. 
Action: Clerk to put a notice in the Standard. 
 

16. Walker’s Green:  
Additional playground equipment: Cllr. Smith provided some ideas for an additional piece of play equipment on Walkers’ Green. 
Cllr. Smith proposed carrying out a consultation with the members of the parish to see what type of play equipment they would 
like to see. Cllr. Smith agreed to put a note in the Hickling Standard asking for suggestions. 
Action: Cllr. Smith to put a notice in the Standard. 

 
17. Finance: 30th June -   Current account: £16,929.20 and Reserve Account: £3,813.50. 

Annual return: External audit report – the accounts had been closed by Grant Thornton and the closure notice sited on the parish 
notice board. No further action required. 
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Payments due: 

Cheque No Payee Description Amount 

636 G. Watts Cemetery Maintenance £720.00 

    

 Cllr. Parkes proposed that the above payment be made; this was seconded by Cllr. McOuat and passed. 
Action: Clerk to forward payment. 
 

18. Items from members for the next agenda: None. 
 

19. Late items and Chairman’s matters: None. 
 

20. Date of next meetings: 18th Oct, 6th Dec, 31st Jan, 14th Mar, 9th May, 11th Jul 
 

No further business – meeting closed 9.05pm 


