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HICKLING PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the parish council held on Tuesday 31st January 3017 in the Village Hall, commencing at 7.30pm. 
 

 Councillors: Greenwood(Chair)  Oldham   Smith 
   McOuat    Parkes 
    

and after co-option:    Barrett   Garner-Evans 
Also in attendance: Borough Councillor Combellack, The Clerk – Jo Cartmell and one member of the public 

 
1. Apologies: NC Cllr. Cottee and Cllr. McOuat who needed to make an early departure from the meeting. 

 
2. Declarations of Interest: None. 

 
3. Acceptance of minutes of the meeting held 6th December 2016. 

Cllr. Parkes proposed that the minutes be accepted as a true record of the meeting; this was seconded by Cllr. Smith and 
passed. 

 
4. Co-option of new members: 

Two volunteers had attended the meeting to express an interest in joining the parish council. Cllr. Greenwood requested that 
both make a brief representation to the council, giving some background information on themselves and why they would like to 
join the council. Cllr. Parkes proposed that the both volunteers be co-opted as members, this was seconded by Cllr. McOuat 
and passed. 
Both members completed the acceptance of office form and were issued with copies of the code of conduct and the declarations 
of interest form which was required to be completed by the Borough Council. 
 

Standing orders suspended: 7.39pm 
5. Open session for the public limited to 15 minutes. 

Me Roger Stanley: Brought up the issue of the bus travelling the wrong route on to the A606 and the problem of dog fouling. 
The issue of the wrong route of the bus would be discussed under item 12 and dog fouling would be covered under Item 13. 
Cllr. Combellack wished to bring to the parish council’s attention that there was another national litter pick being organised for 
March and asked if the parish council knew when the road sweeper had last been through the village as there was still a 
considerable amount of debris in the gullies. The Clerk was asked to enquire with Streetwise when the last time the road sweeper 
had carried out a street clean in the village and request that the road sweeper be sent out to clean the gullies. 
Action: Clerk to contact Streetwise. 

       Standing orders re-instated 7.47pm 

 
6. Planning Matters. 

Applications:   
 None. 

Decisions. 
16/02473/FUL Mrs S Parker – Westholme, Main St. Hickling 

 Two storey side extension, front porch and internal and external alterations. REFUSE PERMISSION 
The following applications were GRANTED PERMISSION 
16/02035/FUL Mr A Overall – The Ruins, Main St. Hickling 

Replacement dwelling and garage. 
16/02193/FUL Mr & Mrs P Greenwood – The Brambles, Main St. Hickling. 

 Relocation of access and construction of new driveway. 
 16/02831/VAR Mr. P Ellis – Railway Test Track, Station Rd, Upper Broughton. 

 Variation of condition 3 on planning permission 08/01324/FUL relating to mitigation measures for badgers. 
 

7. Neighbourhood Plan. 
NP sub-committee – Cllr. Combellack gave a brief update on the recent meeting of the sub-committee. The parish council were 
waiting to hear if the application to the Borough Council to go ahead with the Neighbourhood Plan had been successful. Once 
permission had been granted then the sub-committee would reconvene and move forward to the next stage. There was a 
meeting on Saturday 4th February with Upper Broughton Neighbourhood plan sub-committee where members would have the 
opportunity to meet planning consultants with a view to hiring them at a later date. 
 

8. Correspondence. 
Eric Wood – Application for funding of an outdoor table tennis table: The table tennis group had requested funding towards a 
concrete permanent outdoor table tennis table which would be sited on the private property at The Old Wharf. The Clerk was 
asked to contact the table tennis group and find out who would be responsible for the table in terms of maintenance, liability and 
insurance. The parish council would then make a decision relating to funding once all the necessary information had been 
obtained. 
Action: Clerk to speak to Eric Wood. 
Miles King – Midlands Rural Housing – Housing needs survey – not required at this time. 
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Viv Nightingale – Paintings: the offer of three paintings of the village had been made by the Borough Council for a small donation 
to the Mayor’s charity. The Clerk was asked to contact the Village Hall Committee to see if they were able to house the pictures 
for all the villagers to enjoy. The Clerk was also asked to contact RBC and accept the offer of the paintings. 
Action: Clerk to contact the VHC and RBC 

 
9. Annual Risk Assessment 

Report from the Clerk: The Clerk reported back on the annual inspection of the assets of the parish council and all were found 
to be sound and safe except for six headstones which had needed to be lowered as they had become unstable. The Clerk was 
in the process of trying to contact the families with a view to having them repaired but there were two headstones for which there 
appeared to be no family of the deceased. The clerk was asked to obtain a quote from A E Herbert with a view to having all the 
headstones repaired and the families would be invoiced by the parish council for the cost of the repair which would hopefully be 
lower if the work were carried out as one job. 
Action: Clerk to contact AE Herbert and families of deceased. 

 
10. Governance documents. 

Review of financial regulations, standing orders and risk assessment: The governance documents had been reviewed and 
forwarded to members for their consideration. A number of minor amendments had been made and agreed prior to the meeting, 
The Clerk had updated the documents with the suggested amendments and with this in mind, Cllr, McOuat proposed that the 
documents be adopted by the parish council; this was seconded by Cllr. Greenwood and passed. 
Action: Clerk to publish the documents. 

 
11. Cemetery. 

Review of cemetery costs: Cllr Smith and the Clerk had completed a review of fees relating to the cemetery comparing them to 
other local cemeteries, the Clerk had pulled together a proposal with Cllr. Smith and was asked to forward this to members to 
consider prior to the next meeting. 
Three yearly maintenance contract - renewal. The Clerk was asked to send out invitations to tender for the three-year 
maintenance contract for the cemetery to G. Watts, R. Salt and All Seasons Gardening. 
Action: Clerk to send out invitations to tender. 

 
12. Highways and Footpaths. 

Response from NCC: The rights of way officer at NCC had responded that she would be unable to do a walk of all the footpaths 
in the parish to check the stiles but noted that if there were specific stiles that the parish council would like her to look at she 
would be able to help with this.  The clerk was asked to contact Pauline Chell who organises the village walking group and ask 
if over the summer months, they would be able to walk the footpaths and report any defects to the Clerk. 
Action: Clerk to speak to Pauline Chell.  

Bus service: Cllr. Oldham agreed to follow up on the point raised by Mr Stanley in the open session and report back at the next 
meeting.  
There were ongoing discussions about changes to the bus route and also the possible further reduction in service, the parish 
council would be consulted on this matter should any changes be formally proposed. It was felt that the best option would be to 
consult directly with the users of the bus service as a recent survey had shown there was only one passenger who frequently 
used the service. 
Action: Cllr. Oldham to follow up with NCC. 
 

13. Environmental Matters: 
Dog fouling – In response to Mr Stanley raising concerns about dog fouling in the open session, once again the parish council 
discussed the matter with frustration that residents continue to act with a complete disregard to the law in relation to this matter. 
Members discussed the fact that despite previous appeals for consideration for others, dog fouling continued to be a significant 
issue. Members discussed the idea of installing motion activated cameras around the village as only video evidence is valid for 
prosecution purposes. 
The Clerk was once again asked to put a notice in the Standard and this time to make it hard-hitting and highlight the fact that 
the parish council are now discussing installing cameras. 
Action: Clerk to put a notice in the Standard. 

Litter pick – Cllr. Combellack noted in the open session that a National Litter Pick had been organised to take place in March. 
Cllr. Greenwood asked members to consider if there was anyone who would like to organise this event and if so, could they 
liaise with the Clerk. 
 

14. Community matters. 

 Hickling Village Hall: None. 

 Telephone Kiosk/Defibrillator(s): The new door had been collected by Cllr. Parkes and was awaiting fitting. The Clerk 
was getting in contact with a local firm that had volunteered to fit the door and hopefully this would be done over the 
next couple of weeks. 

 PCC – Request for funding – Clock winding mechanism: The PCC had exhausted all possibilities for its funding efforts 
to raise money for the motorised clock winding mechanism. They were still £1,492.00 short of the quoted price. Cllr. 
Combellack was unsure as to whether their current fund raising total included her £250.00. It was agreed that the Clerk 
would confirm with the PCC whether the standing total included Cllr. Combellack’s contribution and that the parish 
council would pay the remainder of the funding required for the clock winding mechanism to be installed up to £1,492.00 
Action: Clerk to speak to PCC. 
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 Website: The parish council’s pages had been updated and were now carrying the necessary information. It was agreed 
that the website still needed publicising better as there was still some confusion about the website address. The Clerk 
was asked to put a note in the Standard and ask for feedback in relation to the website. 
Action: Clerk to put a notice in the Standard.  

 
15. Local policing: Cllr. McOuat had already left the meeting so this item was deferred. 

 
16. Grantham Canal:  

Lengthman’s Hut – Cllr. Combellack informed the council that work would be starting in March on the hut. 
 

17. Walker’s Green:  
Additional playground equipment: Cllr. Smith was continuing to consider the purchase of additional play equipment with a view 
to drawing together some suggestions for the next meeting. 
Action: Cllr. Smith to draw together proposal. 
 

18. Finance: 31st Dec - Current account: £14,270.67 and Reserve Account: £3,814.23. 
Budget – draft budget proposal including Salary Review. 
Private and confidential minutes recorded separately relating to salary review. 
Cllr. Greenwood proposed that the budget proposal with the amendment to the Clerk’s salary be accepted; this was seconded 
by Cllr. Oldham and passed. 
 

  Budget 2016/17 
Actual 
2016/17 Est Year End +/- PROPOSAL Diff 2016/17 

   to date       

Audit 150.00 45.00 45.00 -105.00 150.00 0.00 

Staff 3000.00 2250.00 3000.00 0.00 3822.00 822.00 

Clerk's Expenses 20.00 51.80 51.80 31.80 40.00 20.00 

Printing and stationery 20.00 11.71 11.71 -8.29 20.00 0.00 

Bank charges 25.00 0.00 25.00 0.00 25.00 0.00 

Seminars etc 35.00 0.00 0.00 -35.00 35.00 0.00 

British Legion donation 20.00 18.00 18.00 -2.00 20.00 0.00 

Insurance 400.00 399.33 399.33 -0.67 400.00 0.00 

Subscriptions 100.00 0.00 106.83 6.83 120.00 20.00 

Election costs 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Maintain cemetery 2000.00 1800.00 1800.00 -200.00 2000.00 0.00 

Miscellaneous recreational 50.00 54.80 54.80 4.80 50.00 0.00 

Community projects 200.00 0.00 992.00 792.00 1000.00 800.00 

Walkers' Green - equipment. 500.00 0.00 0.00 -500.00 500.00 0.00 

Walkers' Green 550.00 502.40 502.40 -47.60 550.00 0.00 

Community Defibrillator 150.00 0.00 0.00 -150.00 150.00 0.00 

Hickling Standard 200.00 0.00 0.00 -200.00 200.00 0.00 

Parish Plan 100.00 0.00 0.00 -100.00 100.00 0.00 

Neighbourhood plan 400.00 0.00 0.00 -400.00 400.00 0.00 

Village Hall 1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 0.00 1000.00 0.00 

Other  100.00 316.66 424.54 324.54 100.00 0.00 

          

VAT  76.63 76.63      

Still to pay  1981.71       

  9020.00 8508.04 8508.04 -511.96 10682.00   

 
 
Precept: Cllr. Parkes proposed that the precept be set at £7089; this was seconded by Cllr. Smith and passed. 
Action: Clerk to forward precept requirement to RBC. 
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Payments due: 

Cheque No Payee Description Amount 

642 J. Cartmell Salary £750.00 

643 J. Cartmell Reimbursement for software £107.87 

644 X2 Connect Kiosk door £1,190.40 

645 NALC Subs £106.83 

 
Cllr. Greenwood proposed that the above payments be made; this was seconded by Cllr. Oldham and passed. 
Action: Clerk to forward payments. 
 

19. Items from members for the next agenda: None. 
 

20. Late items and Chairman’s matters: None. 
 

21. Date of next meetings: 14th Mar(APM), 9th May(AGM), 11th Jul. 
 

No further business: Meeting closed – 9.35pm. 
 


