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HICKLING PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a meeting of the parish council held on Tuesday 4th July 2017 in Hickling Village Hall, commencing at 7.30pm. 

 
 Councillors: Greenwood(Chair) Garner-Evans  McOuat  Smith 
   Barrett   Lane   Parkes  
 

1. Apologies: Received and accepted from Cllr. Combellack. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest: Cllr. Barrett in relation to Item 5: application 17/01298/FUL. 
 

3. Acceptance of minutes of the meeting held 9th May 2017: Cllr Parkes proposed that the minutes be accepted as a true record of 
the meeting; this was seconded by Cllr. Barrett and passed. 

 
Standing orders suspended 7.34pm 

4. Open session for the public limited to 15 minutes. 
Mr Roger Stanley raised the issue of dog fouling in the village which appeared to be a particular issue between Bridegate Lane 
and the Church. The Clerk was asked to have a notice placed on the lamp post on that stretch of the Main Street and put a 
notice in the Standard. 
Action: Clerk to site notices. 

Standing orders re-instated 7.36pm 
 

5. Planning Matters. 
a) Applications:   

17/01298/FUL Miss Kerry Briggs 
Two storey side extension,1 Manor Farm Cottage, Melton Rd, Hickling Pastures 
No objection. 
17/01236/FUL Mrs Katy Smith, Grove Farm, Hickling Lane, Kinoulton 
Construction of single storey building to accommodate cafe/chocolate making workshop and chocolate shop. 
Members voted to object to the proposals outlined in this application as members felt that the proposed development is 
inside the open countryside and outside the developed site. The extra building would lead to over intensification of the site 
and it is anticipated that there will be a significant increase in public nuisance due to increased vehicle movements and 
other activity associated with the business. Members also had concern for public safety due to the drive being fairly narrow 
and conflicting pedestrian movement around the caravan park.   
Action: Clerk to forward response. 

b) Decisions.  
17/00854/FUL Mr & Mrs Parker 
Westholme, Main St. Hickling 
Two storey side extension, front porch and internal alterations 

c) Other planning matters/consultations:  
The Old Wharf, Main St. 
Licence application: Confirmation had been received from the Borough Council that the Liquor Application made by the 
proprietor at The Old Wharf had been granted but with reduced hours. 
Planning matters: The Borough Council were currently investigating several alleged planning infringements and had invited 
a planning application for the sign and imitation gallows. In addition, the car park area had not been completed prior to 
opening and required. Members were expecting to hear more from the Borough Council in due course. 
 

6. Neighbourhood Plan 
i. Steering Group Update: The Clerk provided an update to members relating to the forthcoming questionnaire 

consultation, a sample of which was shown to members. The Clerk highlighted the drop-in sessions which would take 
place in the Church and Village Hall. Cllr’s McOuat and Garner-Evans offered assistance with distributing the 
questionnaire at Hickling Pastures and Cllr. Lane also volunteered to assist if needed. 

 
ii. Finances – including payments and anticipated outgoings. 

An itemised list was provided to members outlining the payments made by the Steering Group in relation to the 
Neighbourhood Plan. The Clerk noted that further expenditure was likely prior to the next meeting but that all 
expenditure would be in consultation with the Chair/Vice Chair. 
 

7. Correspondence. 
NALC: Tree Charter: The Clerk was asked to register the Parish Council on the Tree Charter website. 
Maggie’s Nottingham: A letter of thanks was received from Maggie’s of Nottingham as an acknowledgement for the donation 
forwarded by the Parish Council for the pictures gifted from the Borough Council. 
 

8. Cemetery: Update. 
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A concern had been received relating to the standard of maintenance of the cemetery in particular the rough cutting of the grass. 
Members did not share the same concern and were happy with the standard of the maintenance. They agreed to monitor the 
situation to ensure that the grass was cut to the necessary standard. 
Cllr. McOuat noted that there had been incidents of dog fouling in the cemetery. The Clerk noted this was a concern since the 
enquiry had been made with the Borough Council to relocate the dog foul bin. Members decided to reconsider the repositioning 
of the dog foul bin as dog fouling being deposited in the cemetery bin had historically been an issue. 
Cllr. McOuat also noted a loose headstone and dead tree which needed attention. The Clerk was asked in investigate and 
arrange for the appropriate action to be taken. 
Action: Clerk to liaise with contractor. 

 
9. Highways and Footpaths. 

Clearfield – Pavement levelling: There had been an attempt by the contractor to level the pavement to reduce the lip between 
the newly tarmaced drive and the existing pavement. Members concluded that the repairs to the path had made an improvement 
to the trip hazard and were happy to leave the matter there. 
Cllr. Garner-Evans reported that the path only the A606 had not been maintained and as a result the grass was growing across 
the path. The Clerk was asked to report this to NCC. 
Action: Clerk to report to NCC 
 

10. Local Bus Service. 
Concern relating to the roadworthiness of the vehicles: The Clerk had received a number of complaints relating to the unreliable 
bus service and the roadworthiness of the vehicles that the contractors were using. Due to the number of complaints, the Clerk 
had reported the issues to the County Council and Cllr. John Cottee and was awaiting a response which would be forwarded to 
members at the next meeting. 
 

11. Environmental Matters: 
Biomass at John Brookes Sawmills: The County Council had carried out an inspection of the site and reported that the height of 
the woodpile was over the permitted limit; this was due to the delay in the start up of the plant and the wood deliveries backing 
up. Steps were being taken by the operators to reduce the size of the wood pile. The County Council were due to re-inspect the 
site to see if the operators were acting on the outcome of the inspection. 
Helicopters: A reply had been received from the operators of the heliport outlining the further detail relating to what proportion 
of flights were classed as training and the steps they had taken to reduce the impact of noise on the surrounding villages. The 
Clerk was asked to respond that the parish council would continue to monitor the situation and would inform them, and the 
Borough Council of any further complaints. 
Cllr. Garner-Evans volunteered to contact Mr. Brown with a view to obtaining the log of alleged low flying and noise disturbance. 
Action: Clerk to write to the Heliport and Cllr. Garner-Evans to speak to Mr Brown. 
 

12. Community matters. 

• Hickling Village Hall. 
Cllr. McOuat forwarded an update from the recent meeting of the Village Hall Committee which included a thanks for 
the grant from the parish council for the contribution towards the painting of the bell tower. 

• Telephone Kiosk/Defibrillator(s):  
Pad replacement: The Clerk confirmed that new pads for the defibrillator had been ordered as the ones in the Kiosk 
had reached their expiry date. Payment for the pads was required and listed below. 
The Clerk was asked to find out when the rest of the kiosk would be painted and ask if it could be done prior to the 
September meeting. 
Action: Clerk to speak to decorator. 
 

13. Community Engagement. 
Launch of the letterhead and website competition & update relating to initiatives. 
The notes from a meeting relating to community engagement were forwarded to members prior to the meeting. The Chair asked 
that the fine details of the proposal be finalised and presented to members prior to the next meeting so the initiatives could be 
put into action. 
Action: Cllr. Barrett to liaise with the Clerk. 
 

14. Local policing: Cllr. McOuat briefed the council on a recent meeting of the South Rushcliffe Village Communities Safety group 
and explained that there had been an increase in rural crime which had come about from the way that incidents were being 
recorded. 
 

15. Grantham Canal: Cllr. Lane noted that he had been in touch with the CRT and that the sleepers needed to rebuild the lengthmans 
hut were bring prepared by apprentices in July. He noted that Scott Millar had given assurance that the CRT were committed to 
rebuilding the hut and appreciated that the delays had been frustrating. 
 

16. Walker’s Green:  
RoSPA Playground Inspection: The annual play inspection had been carried out and there were no matters arising from the 
inspection. 
Additional playground equipment: item deferred. 
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17. Clerk’s Matters: Report on CiLCA 
The Clerk reported that she had attended the first two of the training sessions, the next two being in September. The parish 
council would need to look at updating its policies in the coming months so the Clerk would look into producing the documents 
over the summer for members to read prior to the next meeting. 
Action: Clerk to update policies. 
 

18. Finance: 30th June – Balance of Current Account: £19,185.42  Business Account: £3814.41 
a) Payments due: (Items in grey indicate Neighbourhood Plan (NP) expenditure)   

Cheque 
No 

Payee Description Amount 

*654 Zurich Municipal Insurance  

 655 Parish Online Mapping Website Subscription £57.60 

 656 J. Cartmell Re-imbursement of NP costs £87.09 

 657 Community Heartbeat Trust Defibrillator Pads £33.00 

 658 Staff Staff costs & expenses £973.37 

 659 Playsafety Playground Inspection £79.80 

 660  B&H Midland Services Printing of NP Questionnaire £546.00 

 *Payments made since the last meeting. 
 Cllr. Parkes proposed that the above payments be made; this was seconded by Cllr Greenwood and passed. 
 Action: Clerk to forward payments. 
 

19. Items from members for the next agenda: To be forward to the Clerk. 
 

20. Late items and Chairman’s matters: None. 
 

21. Date of next meetings: 5th Sep, 17th Oct, 5th Dec, 30th Jan 2018, 13th Mar, 15th May, 10th Jul, 4th Sep 
 

22. Private and Confidential 
i) Staff matters – separate minutes. 

 
 
 
No further business – meeting closed 9.30pm 
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