
HICKLING 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

TUESDAY 14TH MARCH 2017 – 7pm 
 

Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting attended by nine members of the public, seven of which were parish 
councillors. The meeting was Chaired by Councillor Peter Greenwood, Chair of the Parish Council. 

 
 

1. Apologies. 

Borough Councillor Combellack and Nott’s. County Councillor Cottee 

2. Acceptance of minutes of last year’s Annual Parish Meeting. 

Cllr. Smith proposed that the minutes of the meeting be accepted as a true record; this was seconded by 
Cllr. Oldham and passed. 
 

3. Matter’s Arising: None. 

4. Parish Council Chairman’s report. 

As usual, the various groups within the parish have been very active running community events and 
maintaining the community spirit that Hickling is so famous for. We had another successful Scarecrow 
Weekend but sadly no Country Fair this year; this will hopefully return to the calendar at some time in the 
future.  
 
St Luke’s Church, the Village Hall and the Pub continue to run events which across the board enable 
members of the parish of all ages to come together and bring people from outside the parish into our 
community to help maintain an active, social environment for our parishioners. The hard work of all the 
individuals who contribute to these three village facilities continue to be recognised by the Parish Council 
and we thank them for their contribution. Sadly, the parish has said goodbye to the Landlord and Lady of 
the Plough, Bob and Sue, and I would like to take the opportunity to thank them for their hard work over 
the past six years for running a great pub. We look forward to supporting the new tenants who are Nicola 
and Amelia and hope the pub remains the central part of the community. 
 
The Parish Council continues to work hard as the first tier of local government to provide a service to all 
parishioners and assist with issues that affect us at a local level. We have lost two parish councillors this 
year, Richard Salt and Wendy Brazener whose contribution will be missed.  We have however welcomed 
two new Councillors Sean Barrett and Paul Garner-Evans and this sees the Council up to full strength of 
seven Councillors.   
One of the main focuses of the parish council at present is production of a Neighbourhood Plan and a 
Steering Group has been formed to deal with this important issue.  This group currently has 11 members, 
including 3 parish councillors and our own Borough Councillor who are working together to produce a 
Neighbourhood Plan which is intended to give the parish a greater input in relation to the building and 
development of the parish going forward. One of the parish council’s biggest concerns is that local 
opinion isn’t given enough weight by the Borough Council in the current planning process and with a 
Neighbourhood Plan, the Borough Council will be obliged to take into consideration the wishes of the 
parishioners as outlined in the plan. The sub-committee has already carried out an initial consultation and 
registered our Parish with the Planning Department at RBC and it is now looking to hire planning 
consultants, to be paid for with a grant, to progress to the detailed consultation stage. Updates relating to 
the sub-committee’s work and the parish plan will appear on the parish website. The production of the 
plan is anticipated to take approx. 18months to two years and we thank the members for their work and 
commitment towards the production of this plan. 
 
Ongoing concerns for the parish in addition to planning include the possible further reduction of the bus 
service, dog fouling and ensuring that the gullies and drains are cleaned to ensure the village looks tidy 
and to reduce the risk of localised flooding. The parish council works closely with the local authorities at 
RBC and NCC to ensure these issued are addressed and our voices are heard. 
 
The parish council has supported the Village Hall again this year by awarding a grant towards the cost of 
the new sign on the front wall. The Village Hall Committee continue to work hard to maintain and 
enhance the village hall and the recent works have made further improvements to this vital facility. 
The Village Clock at St Luke’s Church also received a grant to help enable a motorised winding 
mechanism to be installed.  There has been a small dedicated team who have worked to ensure the 



clock has remained ticking for many years but it has been decided to move with the times and enable the 
clock winding team to take a well-earned rest. 
The telephone kiosk is undergoing a face-lift which was hindered by a rotten door. The parish council has 
purchased a replacement door which will be fitted shortly and the rest of the telephone box will be 
repainted in due course to preserve the rest of the original structure. 
 
John Collishaw and his family kindly permitted the parish to celebrate the Queen’s 90th Birthday with a 
beacon at the triangulation point. As this was supported by the Borough Council, the Mayor attended the 
event with Borough Councillors Clarke and Combellack and the beacon could be seen from across the 
vale and some great photos were taken from the village. The parish council supplied some fizz in the 
Village Hall after the event which was served along with cake to those who had made the trek back down 
from the Standard.  
 
The parish council also provided support to the Village Litter Pick which was carried out in April last year 
as part of the Clean for the Queen event. 
 
A formal friendship with Farmington in Michigan, USA is now in place which although without any cost or 
legal obligations it does pave the way for a friendship between the two communities which, it is hoped will 
flourish over the coming years. 
 
Our Parish Clerk made a successful application for a grant for new computer equipment as previously we 
had relied on the Clerk’s own equipment and the Parish really needs its own. 
Going forward into the next financial year the priorities will be to support the steering group in preparing 
the production of the neighbourhood plan and to provide additional play equipment in Walker’s Green 
playground. 
 
Finally, the parish council would like to thank the Borough and County Council representatives, Tina 
Combellack and John Cottee respectively who continue to work hard to support the parish council. 
Our heartfelt thanks also go to tour clerk, Jo Cartmell, who works tirelessly for the Council and its 
Parishioners. 
 

5. Open Public Session (Inc. any group representations). 

None. 

 


