
1 
 

HICKLING PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the parish council held on 14th March 2017 in Hickling Village Hall which commenced after the conclusion of the 
Annual Parish Meeting. 
 Councillors: Greenwood (Chair)  Garner-Evans  Oldham   Smith. 
   Barrett    McOuat   Parkes 
 Also in attendance: The Clerk – Jo Cartmell and four members of the public. 
 

1. Apologies: Borough Councillor Combellack and County Councillor John Cottee. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest:  
Cllr. Garner- Evans – Item 5:  Planning application 17/00476/FUL.  
Cllr. McOuat – Item 8: relating to the award of the maintenance contract. 

 
3. Acceptance of minutes of the meeting held 31st January 2017: Cllr. McOuat proposed that the minutes be accepted as a true 

record of the meeting; this was seconded by Cllr. Parkes and passed. 
 

As the meeting commenced prior to the usual start time due to the early finish time of the Annual Parish Meeting, items 4 & 5 were moved 
down the agenda to accommodate any members of the public who attend the parish council meeting at the usual time of 7.30pm. Items 
6 & 7 were dealt with at this point. 
 
Standing orders suspended: 7.30pm 

4. Open session for the public limited to 15 minutes: 

Mr William Brown attended the meeting to discuss the Environmental Health concerns relating to the Biomass plant at John 
Brookes Sawmills and the issue of low flying helicopters from the Heliport. 
Mr Brown was encountering regular annoyances from helicopters passing low over his property, attempts to get flight data or 
co-operation from the owners of the heliport had failed and the Borough Council planning department were unable to assist. 
Mr Brown also informed council members that there had been concerns raised relating to emissions and safety of the biomass 
plant. In recent weeks, there are had been a strong chemical smell coming from the plant and also layers of dust appearing on 
cars and outdoor structures which was believed to have come from a wood pile which Mr Brown estimated to be 40m high. 
There were also concerns raised that this pile could be a fire hazard due to the flammable nature of the material, the quantity 
being stored and the proximity to neighbouring buildings. 
Cllr. Garner-Evans reported that he had been in contact with the Biomass Plant and that he had established a contact who was 
proactive in talking to the local community about activities on the Biomass Plant. Information had been supplied relating to the 
noxious smell that had been coming out of the plant which the Sawmills had attributed to the burning of diesel in the start-up 
procedure for the plant. The biomass plant had committed to circulating information leaflets to all residents of Hickling Pastures 
and would liaise with Cllr. Garner-Evans about the arranging a site visit for interested parties so people could see what was 
happening in the plant and perhaps allay some of the fears from local residents. 
The Clerk was asked to write to RBC Environmental Health immediately to raise the issue of the pile of wood and Cllr. Garner-
Evans was to contact the Biomass Plant to enquire about the information leaflets. 
Action: Clerk to write to RBC & Cllr. Garner-Evans to speak to the Biomass Plant. 
With regard to the helicopters, the Clerk was asked to write to Environmental Health, the planning department and the owners 
of the heliport to express the concerns of the local residents and request that the pilots fly with more consideration and avoid 
overflying the populated areas surrounding the airport. 
Action: Clerk to write to RBC and Heliport. 
Mr Roger Stanley asked about the finger post at Bridegate lane which needs to be replaced. The Clerk informed the meeting 
that Notts. County Council were currently in the process of producing a like-for-like replica which would be slightly taller to ensure 
it could be seen by drivers. 
Cllr. Oldham asked for the Clerk to contact RBC with a view to getting a street name sign at the end of Pudding Lane. The Clerk 
noted this had been requested a few years back so she would put in a new request. 
Action: Clerk to request street sign. 

Cllr. Parkes noted that the recent development works at The Wharf had seen two new signage bars being connected to the 
building. Cllr. Parkes noted that he did not remember two signs being approved as part of the application.  
It was agreed that the details of the signage should be checked with the planning officer at RBC. 
Action: Clerk/Cllr. Greenwood to follow up with the planning department. 

Standing orders re-instated 7.55pm 
 

5. Planning Matters. 
Applications:   

 17/00476/FUL Mr Garner, Lonicera Melton Road Hickling Pastures. 
Single storey rear extension, external insulation and render 

 NO OBJECTION 
17/00427/OUT Mr & Mrs Foster Swan House Main Street Hickling. 

Proposed two storey, three bedroomed house with parking and garden. 
Members voted to forward a neutral comment to the Borough Council in relation to this application stating that members felt the 
proposed three bedroom dwelling was too large for the plot and that members would look more favourably on the two bedroom 
house as this would meet the local housing need. 



2 
 

16/03022/FUL Shree Shivkrupamamd Swami Trust UK, Long Acre, Melton Rd, Hickling Pastures - Construction of building to 
accommodate meditation centre with associated toilet block, extension to driveway and new parking area. 
Members voted to OBJECT to the proposals outlined in this application due to the fact there are significant concerns from local 
residents about the over-intensification of the development of this formally residential site. The parish council feels there has 
already been significant development permitted and further development would be detrimental to the neighbouring properties. 
There are additional concerns about the increased traffic and the speed at which traffic approaches the property and travels 
along the drive and the visual impact of the carpark on the surrounding area is also considered to have a negative impact 
Decisions: None. 
 

6. Neighbourhood Plan. 
NP Sub-committee -The Sub-committee Chair had requested that the Clerk update members on the recent meeting. The Clerk 
informed the council that the Sub-committee now had eleven members, three of whom were parish councillors. Cllr. Greenwood 
had attended an initial presentation by Urban Imprint and am interview was being held on Thursday 16th March with 
representatives from the company with a view to appointing Planning Consultants. 
 

7. Correspondence. 
i) Eric Wood – Application for funding of an outdoor table tennis table: The Clerk confirmed that the owner was liable for 

the insurance of the table tennis table but was asked to go back to the table tennis club to clarify whether the land 
owner or the business owner were responsible as this was unclear. 
Action: Clerk to speak to E. Wood. 

ii) Bill Oldham – Resignation from the Council. 
Cllr. Oldham had forwarded his resignation which would be effective from 15th March 2017. Cllr. Greenwood thanked 
Cllr. Oldham for his contribution to the parish council particularly in relation to the work with the bus service and advised 
members that a replacement representative would be needed to take on this task. 
Action: Clerk to forward resignation to RBC. 

iii) RBC – Core Strategy: Local Plan Consultation: Item was delegated to the Clerk to collect responses prior to the deadline 
of 31st March. 

 
8. Cemetery. 

Review of cemetery costs. 
i) The Council approved a new fee structure for the cemetery which is attached to these minutes as Appendix A. The 

new fee structure was proposed by Cllr. Greenwood and seconded by Cllr. Parkes and passed. The Clerk was asked 
to ensure the fee structure was reviewed annually. 
Members asked that an appeal system be put in place for non-parishioners to appeal the higher fees. These would be 
approved at the earliest opportunity. 
Action: Clerk to publish costings and draw up an appeals procedure prior to the next meeting. 

Cllr. McOuat left the meeting. 
ii) Three yearly maintenance contract: Quotes for the contract were opened and members opted to appoint R.A. Salt who 

provided a quote for the work outlined in the maintenance schedule of £1,875.00 per annum.  
The two additional quotes received were £2,000 and £2,050. 
Action: Clerk to notify all contractors of the outcome. 

 Cllr. McOuat rejoined the meeting. 

iii) Headstones: The Clerk forwarded a quote from A E Herbert for the repair of all six headstones. Individually, the cost 
would be £300+VAT but as a job lot, they had quoted £250+VAT. The Clerk noted that three descendants of the 
deceased had been traced, the other three gravestones would either need to be repaired or remain lowered. 
Members discussed the options in relation to repairing those where no descendants could be found and it was agreed 
that it wouldn’t be fair for the parish council to cover the cost of those and not others. It would set a precedent for the 
parish council which would be too costly. Cllr. Garner-Evans noted that he had been to a cemetery where unsafe 
memorials had been dug in level with the ground for some of the graves. It was decided that this would be the best 
option for those where a descendant could not be traced. 
Action: Clerk to arrange the repair and invoice the descendants of the deceased for those who have agreed to 
pay for the repair. 

 
9. Highways and Footpaths. 

The Clerk confirmed that she had spoken to Pauline Chell regarding the footpaths and she had agreed that the walking group 
would report any issues with the stiles or surfaces of the footpath when they recommenced their activities in the summer months. 
Cllr. Parkes asked the Clerk if there had been any further development with the uneven pavement outside Clearfield. The Clerk 
confirmed that she had heard nothing and would speak to NCC Highways. 
Cllr. Parkes raised the issue of the pavement outside Clearfields which had not yet been repaired. The Clerk noted that the 
County Council had emailed to say it would be done but that was some months ago. The Clerk was asked to follow this up. 
Action: Clerk to speak to NCC Highways. 

 
10. Local Bus Service: Update from Cllr. Oldham. 

 
11. Environmental Matters: 

Biomass at John Brookes Sawmills: Covered in the Open Session. 
Action: Clerk to write to the Environmental Health Department. 
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Fly tipping on Green Lane: The Clerk had been asked to make the council aware that the incidents of fly-tipping had increased 
on Green Lane. The Chair asked the Clerk to put a note in the Standard asking for those who use Green Lane to be vigilant and 
repair any suspicious vehicle activity. 
Action: Clerk to put a note in the Standard. 

Litter pick: The Clerk was given permission to purchase black binbags up to the value of £10.00 for the litter pickers. 
Action: Clerk to obtain bin bags. 

 
12. Community matters. 

• Hickling Village Hall: Cllr. McOuat gave a brief report on the latest activity of the Village Hall Committee. There were 
no action points for the parish council. 

• Telephone Kiosk/Defibrillator(s): Cllr. Parkes noted that he had spoken to Patrick Wadkin who had agreed to help with 
the fitting of the new door. Cllr. Parkes hoped this would be done shortly. 
 

13. Local policing: None. 
 

14. Grantham Canal:  
Lengthman’s Hut: Cllr. Combellack had forwarded an update from the CRT stating that the work was likely to commence on the 
Lengthman’s Hut in April.  
 

15. Walker’s Green:  
Additional playground equipment: Item deferred. 
 

16. Clerk’s Matters: The Clerk ask for the council’s support in relation to undertaking the CiLCA Training at a cost of £250.00 split 
with Upper Broughton Parish Council. Cllr. McOuat proposed that the Council pay half of the cost towards the training totalling 
£125.00; this was seconded by Cllr. Oldham and passed. 
 

17. Donation to Mayor’s Charity: Council members requested that the Clerk obtain the pictures from the Village Hall Committee for 
members to have a look at before committing to making a donation to the Mayor’s charity. 
Action: Clerk to speak to Chair of HVHC. 

 
18. Finance: 31st Dec -   Current account: £14,270.67 and Reserve Account: £3,814.23. 

Appointment of Internal Auditor: Cllr. Parkes proposed that Mr Dixon be appointed as the Internal Auditor and the fee of £45.00 
be accepted. 
Payments due: The following payments were approved for payment but only cheque no. 646 issued. The remaining authorised 
payments would be made as required. 
 

Cheque 
No 

Payee Description Amount 

646 J. Cartmell Salary – 4/4 and printer £816.63 

647 St. Luke’s Parochial Church Council Grant – Village Clock £1,492.00 

648 NALC Training £125.00 

    

 
Cllr. McOuat proposed that the above payments be made; this was seconded by Cllr. Barrett and passed. 
Action: Clerk to forward payments. 
 

19. Items from members for the next agenda. 
Letter head design. 
Signatories 
Parish Council engagement with the community. 
 

20. Late items and Chairman’s matters: None. 
 

21. Date of next meetings: 9th May(AGM), 11th Jul. 
 

No further business: meeting closed – 9.30pm 
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APPENDIX A 
 
Cemetery Fees AGREED at the meeting of the parish council held on Tuesday 14th March 2018. 
 
 

Grave Fees 
PROPOSAL to be reviewed  

2018  

  Resident Non 

Burial Plot 110.00 597.00 

Adjacent Plot 110.00 597.00 

Interment  45.00 45.00 

      

Children under 12     

Burial 65.00 130.00 

Interment 20.00 20.00 

Stillborn/under 1 1.00 1.00 

      

Cremated remains 40.00 80.00 

Interment 30.00 30.00 

Interment in existing burial plot 45.00 45.00 

      

Memorials     

      

Headstone 70.00 70.00 

Plaque 70.00 70.00 

Vase 40.00 40.00 

Additional Inscription 40.00 40.00 

Replacement  60.00 60.00 

      

Exhumation At cost At cost 
 

 


