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HICKLING PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 Minutes of a meeting of the parish council held on Tuesday 6th December 2016 commencing at 7.30pm in Hickling Village Hall. 
  
 Councillors:  Greenwood(Chair)  Parkes   Smith 
 Also in attendance: Borough Cllr. Combellack and the Clerk – Jo Cartmell. 
 

1. Apologies: Cllr’s Oldham, McOuat and Notts County Cllr. Cottee. 
Due to the fact there were only three members present at the meeting, Item 6 was delegated to the Clerk to collect responses 
outside of the meeting to formulate responses for the planning applications. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest: None. 
 

3. Acceptance of minutes of the meeting held 18th October 2016: Cllr. Parkes proposed that the minutes be accepted as a record 
of the meeting; this was seconded by Cllr. Greenwood and passed. It was noted that the spelling of Mr Sean Barrett’s name was 
recorded incorrectly in the October minutes. 

 
4. Co-option of new members: No-one volunteered to be co-opted as a member so this item was carried over until the next meeting. 

Cllr. Combellack noted that she had received an expression of interest from Mr Sean Barrett, the Clerk was asked to invite Mr 
Barrett to the next meeting. 
Action: Clerk to forward invite. 

 
5. Open session for the public limited to 15 minutes. 

Cllr. Combellack forwarded a request from the Table Tennis Group who were looking to install an outdoor permanent table tennis 
table. The parish council were receptive to the idea of contributing towards this project and would await further information before 
making any decision on a financial contribution. 
Cllr. Combellack also noted that the parish had now lost its local store as the Good Grub Company has ceased trading. Council 
members agreed that a community facility such as this was an important asset and would very much hope that a shop returns 
to the site and support for the business would be adequate for the business to remain long term. 
Cllr. Greenwood also noted that The Plough was changing hands and the current landlord was leaving within the next few 
months. Cllr. Greenwood accepted that there was now potential for the pub to be a very different establishment but hoped the 
village would support the new owners.  
Cllr. Combellack noted that she felt The Plough and The Church could be made an asset of community value to offer some level 
of protection to them for the future as there was a risk of them being lost. 
 

6. Planning Matters – NOT DISCUSSED. 
Applications:   

 16/02193/FUL Mr & Mrs P Greenwood, The Brambles, Main St. Hickling. 

 Relocation of access and construction of new driveway. 
 16/02831/VAR Mr. P Ellis, Railway Test Track, Station Rd, Upper Broughton. 

 Variation of condition 3 on planning permission 08/01324/FUL relating to mitigation measures for badgers. 
 Item delegated to the Clerk 
 Action: Clerk to gather responses and forward decisions. 

 
7. Neighbourhood Plan. 

NP sub-committee - Request for the approval and submission of the application letter to RBC.  
Cllr. Combellack had forwarded a draft letter relating to the application to the Borough Council for the designation of the 
Neighbourhood Plan area. Cllr. Combellack requested that the letter be considered and if appropriate, approved and forwarded 
to the Borough Council with the necessary supporting documentation. 
Cllr. Parkes proposed that the letter be accepted and forwarded to the Borough Council; this was seconded by Cllr. Smith and 
passed. 
Action: Clerk to gather the documents and forward to Cllr. Greenwood to sign and post. 

Cllr. Combellack noted that Upper Broughton Neighbourhood Plan Committee were at the stage of interviewing planning 
consultants and that it might be useful for a member of the Hickling Neighbourhood Plan Committee to sit in on the presentations. 
She also noted that Long Clawson continued to be subject to planning applications for multiple developments and that the village 
was dealing with a level of development proposals which was deeply concerning. Cllr. Combellack suggested that the parish 
council ask both Melton Borough Council and Rushcliffe Borough Council to be a consultee on multi-dwelling planning 
applications in the village. She also suggested that the Clerk request to be kept up to date on the Long Clawson Neighbourhood 
Plan. The Clerk was asked to follow up on these suggestions. 
Action: Clerk to contact MBC/RBC and Long Clawson Neighbourhood Plan. 
 

8. Correspondence. 
Linda Smith: an email had been received asking the parish council to consider speeding and the general untidiness of the village. 
The Clerk was asked to respond that the parish council were aware that speed was an issue and steps were being taken to tidy 
the area around the canal. 
Action: Clerk to forward response. 
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9. Cemetery. 

Review of cemetery fees: As part of the ongoing reviews into cemetery fees, the Clerk produced comparative fee structure from 
various local cemeteries. As these varied considerably, the Clerk was asked to compile a proposal with Cllr. Smith for the parish 
council to consider at the next meeting. 
Action: Clerk to liaise with Cllr. Smith. 

  
10. Highways and Footpaths: Cllr. Combellack noted that a few of the stiles were in a state of disrepair and that the parish council 

might wish to have the footpaths walked and report any issues to the County Council. The Clerk was asked to contact the Rights 
of Way officer to see if she would be carrying out an inspection of local footpaths soon. 
Action: Clerk to contact Jane Baines. 

 
11. Environmental Matters: None. 

 
12. Community matters. 

 Hickling Village Hall: None. 

 Telephone Kiosk/Defibrillator(s): Door has been ordered and is to be collected by Cllr. Parkes in January. 

 PCC – Request for funding – Clock winding mechanism: Fundraising efforts were still ongoing, the Clerk would ask for 
an update prior to the next meeting. 

 Website: The website had been updated by Andrew Whitney. The Clerk was looking to add some additional information 
as the parish council appeared to have a lot less information than many other councils. 
Action: Clerk to improve & update website. 

 
13. Local policing: None. 

 
14. Grantham Canal:  

Lengthman’s Hut – Nothing further to report, the repairs were still planned to start later in the year. 
CART: Repainting of railings: The CRT would be in touch at the beginning of the painting season to arrange for this project to 
go ahead. 
 

15. Walker’s Green:  
Additional playground equipment: Consultation responses – two responses had been received, one for a climbing frame and 
wobbly sheep and the other for a climbing frame, slide and monkey bars. Cllr. Smith would now go away to produce some 
proposals for adding extra play equipment which would need to be a long-term plan due to the costs involved. 
Action: Cllr. Smith to report back at the next meeting. 

 
16. Finance: 30th Sep -   Current account: £15,879.56 and Reserve Account: £3,813.98. 

Payments due: 

Cheque No Payee Description Amount 

637 J Cartmell - reimbursement Laptop £379.99 

640 G. Watts  Cemetery maintenance £720.00 

641 R. Salt Walkers’ Green Maintenance £430.00 

    

 
Cllr. Smith proposed that the above payments be made; this was seconded by Cllr. Parkes and passed. 
Action: Clerk to forward payments. 

 
17. Items from members for the next agenda. 

The Clerk noted that it was necessary to carry out a review of the Standing Orders, Financial Responsibilities and Risk 
Assessment for the parish council. She noted that she would send out an email with these documents on which all members 
must read prior to the next meeting so that any amendments can be made and the documents adopted during the meeting. The 
Clerk was asked to consult with NALC to see if a model of the Standing Orders could be obtained as they had not been reviewed 
for several years. 
Action: Clerk to provide documents for review. 

 
18. Late items and Chairman’s matters: The Clerk noted that the new parish council computer had no Microsoft Office software and 

that the parish council would need to purchase either a yearly or lifetime subscription to MS office. Cllr. Parkes proposed that 
the lifetime subscription be purchased at a cost of £105.00; this was seconded by Cllr. Greenwood and passed. 
Action: Clerk to purchase MS Office. 

 
19. Date of next meetings: 31st Jan, 14th Mar, 9th May, 11th Jul. 

 
No further business: meeting closed 8.25pm 


