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HICKLING PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Annual General meeting of the Parish Council held on the 9th May 2017 in the Village Hall, commencing at 
7.30pm. 

 
Councillors: Smith (Vice Chair)  McOuat    
  Barratt    Parkes 
  And after co-option Simon Lane 
 
Also in attendance: Borough Councillor Tina Combellack, The Clerk – Jo Cartmell and two members of the public. 
 

1. Election of Chair: Cllr. McOuat proposed that Cllr. Greenwood by re-elected as Chair for the forthcoming year; this was seconded 
by Cllr. Parkes and passed. Cllr. Greenwood had forwarded correspondence to the Council confirming he was willing to stand 
as Chair for another year and would accept the position if re-elected. 
 

2. Election of Vice Chair: Cllr. Barratt proposed that Cllr. Smith by re-elected as Vice Chair for the forthcoming year; this was 
seconded by Cllr. Parkes and passed. Cllr. Smith accepted the position as Vice Chair. 

 
3. Election of Representatives: Cllr. Parkes proposed that Cllr. McOuat be re-elected as Village Hall Representative for the coming 

year; this was seconded by Cllr. Barratt and passed. 
 

4. Apologies: Cllr. Greenwood; Cllr. Garner-Evans and Cllr. Cottee. 
 

5. Declarations of Interest: None. 
 

6. Acceptance of minutes of the meeting held 14th March and 10th April 2017: 
The Clerk noted that the year in appendix 1 of the minutes of 14th March was written as 2018 instead of 2017. With this 
amendment in mind, Cllr. Smith proposed that the minutes from the meeting on 14th March and 10th April 2017 be accepted as 
a true record of the meeting; this was seconded by Cllr. Parkes and passed. 

 
7. Co-option of New Member: Cllr. McOuat proposed that Simon Lane be co-opted as a new member of the Parish Council; this 

was seconded by Cllr. Parkes and passed. Cllr. Lane completed the Acceptance of Office. 
 

8. Open session for the public limited to 15 minutes. 
 

9. Planning Matters. 
a) Applications:   

17/00776/FUL Mr Chas Brandy, Longridge, Clawson Lane, Hickling – Single storey rear extension to bedroom and 
bathroom, rear porch and alterations to existing window openings. 
17/00854/FUL Mr & Mrs Sara Parker, Westholme, Main St, Hickling – Two storey side extension, front porch and internal 

alterations. 
NO OBJECTION to the applications above. 
Action: Clerk to notify RBC. 

b) Decisions.  

PERMISSION GRANTED FOR THE FOLLOWING APPLICAITON 
16/03022/FUL Shree Shivkrupamamd Swami Trust UK, Long Acre, Melton Rd, Hickling Pastures - Construction of building 
to accommodate meditation centre with associated toilet block, extension to driveway and new parking area. 
17/00476/FUL Mr Garner, Lonicera Melton Road Hickling Pastures. 

Single storey rear extension, external insulation and render 
17/00237/FUL Mr & Mrs D Greasely, 19 Harles Acres, Hickling 
First floor side extension, single storey rear extension. (Resubmission) 

c) Other works/consultations: The Old Wharf, Main St. – Licence to sell liquor application. 

Cllr’s Barratt and Parkes volunteered to make representation at the Licencing Committee on behalf of the Parish Council.  
 

10. Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr. Combellack updated members that the Neighbourhood Plan sub-committee were waiting to hear  
from Locality with regard to the funding application that had been submitted immediately after the appointment of the Planning 
Consultant. The Sub-committee would meet at the earliest opportunity once notice of the successful grant application had been 
received. 
 

11. Correspondence. 
CPRE: Best kept village competition: Members decided not to enter the 2017 Best Kept Village Competition but wished to make 
parishioners aware that serious consideration would be given to entering next year’s competition and co-operation would be 
required from all households to make the entry worthwhile. 
G. Bloor: Mrs Bloor wrote to the Parish Council to request the repositioning of the dog foul bin at the cemetery as she noted a 
number of parishioners felt the position of the bin wasn’t in keeping with the cemetery. 
The Clerk was asked to speak to the Borough Council about the possible repositioning of the bin. 
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Action: Clerk to speak to RBC 

 
12. Cemetery: Update. 

The three headstones had been collected for repair and payment received from the families of the deceased. A further three 
headstones remain lowered for health and safety reasons and there are no plans at present for these to be re-sited. 
 

13. Highways and Footpaths. 
Traffic levels/flow though the village: Cllr. Combellack had requested that the level of traffic passing through the parish should 
be considered by the Parish Council. There were a number of developments in Long Clawson that were proposed and would 
lead to a rise in the level of traffic passing through the village. Councillors felt that this should be addressed in the Neighbourhood 
Plan so that all parishioners would have a chance to air their views. 
Action: Clerk to ensure that traffic is raised at the next Neighbourhood Plan Sub-committee meeting. 

 
14. Local Bus Service: Nothing to report. 

 
15. Environmental Matters: 

Biomass at John Brookes Sawmills. 
Notts County Council were investigating alleged breaches to the operations licence at the Biomass Plant and were yet to update 
the Parish Council on its findings. The Clerk was asked to once again inform both Rushcliffe Borough Council and Notts. County 
Council that the 40m high pile of wood was still at the site and request an update in relation to the ongoing investigation into 
activity at the site. 
Action: Clerk to contact RBC & NCC. 

Helicopters: The Clerk received a reply from the Owners of the Heliport in relation to the concerns about noise. 
The Clerk read out the full response to members which included a section relating to the over-flying of residential areas. Council 
members were grateful to receive a detailed response and ask the Clerk to seek clarification in relation to one of the points 
raised. Members noted that Central Helicopters referred to the radar information and specified that there were no instances of 
training flights passing over residential properties of Hickling Pastures. Members wished to know if all the flights from the heliport 
were classed as training flights or if there was other radar information relating to the flights which are classed as non-training. 
Action: Clerk to write to Central Helicopters.  

 
16. Community matters. 

• Hickling Village Hall: A request for funding was received from the Village Hall Committee which would be put towards 
either the painting of the Bell Tower or the resurfacing of the car park. Members wished to contribute towards the 
repainting of the Bell Tower, councillors approved a grant of £1,000. 

• Action: Clerk to forward payment 

• Table tennis group – grant request: Members voted by four votes to one not to approve funding towards the table tennis 
table at The Old Wharf. 

• Telephone Kiosk/Defibrillator(s): The new kiosk door had been hung and members agreed with Cllr. Parkes that a letter 
of thanks should be sent to Patrick Wadkin for his help with fitting the door which had turned out to be a little more 
complicated than anticipated. 
 

17. Community Engagement: Cllr. Barratt agreed to work on this alongside the Chair and the Clerk to produce a proposal to increase 
engagement. Cllr. Combellack wished to note that the Annual Parish Meeting could be revamped to include a guest speaker 
which might encourage people to attend. The suggestions so far would be discussed and a proposal drawn up which would be 
presented at the next meeting. 
Action: Cllr. Barratt/Clerk/Chair to produce proposal 

 
18. Local policing: Cllr. McOuat had now joined the Notts Police Rural Crime Partnership Group which had been formed to bring 

together a number of rural agencies to work on initiatives to tackle rural crime. Cllr. McOuat noted that at present there was a 
focus on co-operation between forces. 
  

19. Grantham Canal: As the council had not received an update in relation to the Lengthmans Hut, Cllr. Lane volunteered to 
undertake the task of finding out when the project was likely to get underway. 
Action: Cllr. Lane to report at the next meeting. 

 
20. Walker’s Green:  

Additional playground equipment: Item deferred. 
 

21. Donation to Mayor’s Charity. 
The Parish Council agreed to donate £50 to the Mayor’s Charity, Maggie’s Nottingham for the paintings gifted to the Village from 
the Borough Council. 
 

22. Insurance Renewal: The Parish Council had not received the necessary insurance documents so members agreed to delegate 
this to the Clerk to arrange with the agreement of councillors outside of the meeting. A report would be made at the next meeting 
on the outcome of the discussions. 
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23. Finance: 31st March – Balance of Current Account = £12,023.97 Business Reserve = £3,814.32 

a) Annual Return: 
i) Annual Governance Statement: Members agreed with the statements read out by the Clerk and Cllr. Smith 

proposed that the Governance Statement be signed; this was seconded by Cllr. Parkes and passed. 
ii) Annual Accounts: Cllr. Parkes proposed that the Annual Accounts be approved by the council; this was seconded 

by Cllr. McOuat and passed. 
iii) Internal Audit Report: The Clerk noted that the accounts had been signed off by the Internal Auditor who had not 

made any recommendations. 
iv) Review of Internal Controls: The Clerk read out a report on the completion of a review of the Internal Controls to 

members 
b) Bank Signatories: Councillors decided to keep the number of signatories at three and not to add a fourth signatory at this 

stage. 
c) Payments due: 

Cheque 
No 

Payee Description Amount 

649 G.Watts Final Payment – Cemetery Maintenance £360.00 

650 David Dixon Internal Audit £  45.00 

651 A.E Herbert Stone Mason - repairs £750.00 

652 Zurich Insurance Renewal  £   TBC 

653 Village Hall Committee Painting of the bell tower £1,000.00 

654 Maggie’s Nottingham Donation to Mayor’s Charity £50.00 

    

 
Cllr. Parkes proposed that the above payments be made; this was seconded by Cllr. McOuat and passed. 
Action: Clerk to forward payments. 

 
24. Items from members for the next agenda: 

October Meeting – Best Kept Village Competition. 
 

25. Late items and Chairman’s matters. 
Cllr. Parkes informed the meeting that K.Wadkin & Son would like to be given the opportunity to tender for Parish Council 
contracts when they are up for renewal. 
 

26. Date of next meetings: 4th Jul, 5th Sep. 
 
 
No further business – meeting closed at 9.40pm 


