
HICKLING PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held on 17th October 2017 commencing at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
  

Councillors:  Greenwood (Chair)  Garner – Evans   McOuat   Smith 
   Barrett    Lane    Parkes 

Also in attendance – Notts. County Councillor John Cottee, The Clerk – Jo Cartmell and one member of the public. 
 

1. Apologies: Were received and accepted from Borough Cllr. Combellack and NC Councillor Cottee who needed to leave the 
meeting at 8.30pm. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest:  
Cllr. Greenwood – Item 5: 17/02301/FUL. 
Cllr. Garner-Evans for discussions in relation to 17/2052/FUL 

 
3. Acceptance of minutes of the meeting held 5th September 2017 – Cllr. Parkes proposed that the minutes be accepted as a true 

record; seconded by Cllr. Lane and passed. 
 

4. Open session for the public limited to 15 minutes: None. 
 

5. Planning Matters. 
a) Applications:   
Cllr. Greenwood leaves the meeting. 

17/02301/FUL Whitehorns, Melton Rd, Hickling Pastures – Single storey garage extension. 
No objection. 
Cllr. Greenwood re-joins the meeting. 

The following applications were discussed between meetings. 
17/02052/FUL Long Acre, Melton Rd, Hickling Pastures - Construction of a log cabin for storage and occasional residential use, 
siting of a tepee for outdoor meditation for 8 months of the year: Objection on excessive development of the site and traffic. 
17/02046/FUL Bancoven, Melton Rd, Hickling Pastures – Greenhouse: No objection. 
17/01979/FUL Shalena, Melton Rd, Hickling Pastures – Replacement dwelling and detached garage, inc demolition of bungalow 
and enlargement of garden: Objection: Due to the increase size of the dwelling which is out of keeping with the area. 
b) Decisions 
17/01577/FUL Garage and Storage Building – Manor House. Permission granted. 
17/01887/VAR Vary condition 9 on 16/02035/FUL to allow re-siting of the garage of altered design - The Ruins. Application 
withdrawn. 
c) Other planning matters/consultations:  

The Old Wharf, Main St. – No update had been received from the Borough Council in relation to the concerns raised relating 
to alleged planning infringements at The Old Wharf. 
The Clerk was asked to report a new storage building that had been sited at the rear of the property to the Borough Council 
to ask if permission had been obtained or was needed for the additional unit. 
Action: Clerk to write to RBC. 

d) Tree works 
10 Main St: Fell Tree of Heaven. 
The Dovecote: Fell dead willow and cherry. Reduce and remove Leylandii hedge (exempt). 
The Clerk was asked to write to the ward member and request a change of policy from the Borough Council. A number of 
comments had been received about the removal of the Tree of Heaven at 10 Main St and a local professional had disagreed 
that the tree was of poor structure. Members requested that the Borough Council consider consulting with Councils on the 
removal of trees within a Conservation Area as this would mean there is an opportunity to save trees that are locally deemed 
important and independent advice could be sort to establish the health of trees. 
Action: Clerk to write to Cllr. Combellack. 
 

6. Neighbourhood Plan 
i. Steering Group Update.  

The Clerk updated members on the communications from the Borough Council’s monitoring officer, Glen O’Connell. 
Mr O’Connell had agreed that the Steering Group could remain as a steering group to allow the group to be free from 
some of the constraints of a formal committee but recommended that the members of the group voluntarily complete 
the Declarations of Interest form that Parish Councillors are required to complete and also sign the Code of Conduct 
so that there is a full understanding from all members about personal and prejudicial interests. The Clerk had asked for 
a full briefing from NALC in relation to declarations of interest, the Code of Conduct and dispensations and this would 
be forwarded to members via email. Members would be required to sign a record of information register at the next 
meeting to confirm they had received, read and understood the document. 
Cllr. Greenwood noted that he had resigned from the Steering Group as he had felt that as an Architect, questions were 
being raised about whether he would potentially have pecuniary interests that could undermine the production of the 
plan. Even though Cllr. Greenwood had no interests apart from ensuring that the village be given greater protection by 
creating a Neighbourhood Plan, he had decided to step down. This had incorrectly been interpreted by some as a 
resignation from the Parish Council which was not the case. Members noted that Cllr. Greenwoods expertise in planning 
would be greatly missed from the Neighbourhood Plan Steering group and the group would potentially have to employ 
someone with exactly his experience to help with the design aspects of the plan.  



Action: All councillors to read the legal topic note. 
ii. Finances – including payments and anticipated outgoings: No further payments had been made. The Clerk noted that 

the grant would need to be spent by 21st November 2017. The planning consultant was still to submit the bill for his 
fees for the work done and work still to be carried out. 
 

7. Councillor’s reports. 
NC Cottee noted that the missing environmental weight restriction signs from the top of Green Lane were on order and would 
be installed at the first opportunity. 
Cllr. Cottee also noted that the County Council had requested information from Leicestershire County Council in relation to the 
usage of the no.19 bus service, so far the information was not forthcoming and it may be that a Freedom of Information request 
would need to be submitted to obtain the information. 
 

8. Correspondence. 
RBC: Core Strategy – Local Plan Part 2 Consultation. Councillors agreed to view the consultation documents online and forward 
any comments via email to all members for consideration. 
Action: Clerk to forward consultation details and formulate a response. 
RBC: Town and Parish Forum – 9th November 2017. There were no other councillors available to attend. 
NALC: New councillor training: Cllr. Barrett to attend the course on 1st November, another course had been arranged for January 
for any other councillors who wish to attend. 
 

9. Cemetery. 
The Clerk was asked to speak to the adjacent landowner to request that the bale stack be built further away from the cemetery 
boundary next year. 
There were three items that Cllr. McOuat was asked to raise with R. Salt. Firstly, the bin required emptying, the hedges were 
needing a final cut for the winter and it had been alleged that grass cuttings had not been taken away and disposed of in front 
of the adjacent hedgerow, but the Clerk had not found any evidence of this. 
Action: Cllr. McOuat to speak to R. Salt and The Clerk to speak to landowner 
 

10. Highways and Footpaths. 
i) Mr Hand – Letter received relating to farm traffic and the speed it travels through the village. Cllr. Lane supported the concerns 
raised by Mr Hand but members noted that prior efforts to raise the issue of speed with contractors had not been very successful. 
Members agreed that there is a perception that the vehicles are travelling faster than they actually are, due to the size of them. 
On this occasion, it was decided to take no further action on this matter. 
ii) Canal-side: Disabled dropped-kerb access – NCC Highways had examined the dropped kerb at the north side of the pavement 
in front of the canal. NCC highways noted that the disabled access (dropped kerb) was frequently blocked by parked cars. The 
county council used a small amount of tarmac to produce a ramp to give access very the kerb off the towpath access as a 
temporary solution. NCC Highways would look to carry out the works to produce a permanent access point in the near future. 
iii) Parking notices: Councillors reconsidered the option of using parking notices for inconsiderate drivers and instead of placing 
parking notices on cars, the Clerk was asked to forward a notice to the parish magazine warning parishioners that the parish 
council was considering using parking notices if the issue of inconsiderate parking continued and asking them to remind visitors 
to park considerately. 
Action: Clerk to forward a notice to the Standard. 
iv) 30 MPH Zone markings: NCC Highways were looking into the possibility of improving road markings and would arrange a 
meeting or forward a proposal as necessary. Cllr. Cottee agreed to enquire with County Highways about the possibility of having 
an advisory 20mph speed limit around the canal area.   
 

11. Local Bus Service: No 19: Reduction in service – Cllr McOuat had sent an email out to the residents of Hickling Pastures asking 
if the reduction in service had affected them. There was a limited response, but one parishioner did report that the reduction had 
led to a negative impact. 
 

12. Environmental Matters. 
Tree Charter: Members chose a tree and the requested that the Clerk return the form to the Woodlands trust. 
Action: Clerk to forward response. 
Cllr. Combellack requested that the Council consider having the two trees in Bogues Field inspected with a view to contacting 
the owners via the agent and requesting work to be carried out to preserve the trees. Members felt that this wasn’t within the 
remit of the council and that the Borough Council should be notified of any concerns relating to trees with preservation orders. 
WI – The Women’s Institute had been in contact with Cllr. Greenwood to ask if the parish council would support the planting of 
a black poplar tree in the cemetery. Members agreed that in principle, they would support the proposal. 
Action: Clerk to notify the WI. 
 

13. Community Engagement: Item moved to the end of the agenda. 
Cllr. Barrett gave a presentation to members on the community engagement initiative and members accepted all the proposals 
outlined in the presentation and agreed to the suggested costs of £800. As this needed to be advertised in the next Hickling 
Standard, the Clerk was asked to liaise with Cllrs Greenwood and Barrett to arrange a meeting to finalise the details. 
Action: Clerk to arrange meeting. 
 
 

14. Community matters. 



• Registration of community assets – The Plough & Wharf/Wharfside Cllr. Smith volunteered to work with the Clerk to 
complete the forms for the next meeting. 
Action: Cllr. Smith to liaise with Clerk. 

• Hickling Village Hall: Cllr. McOuat updated members on the recent activity of the Village Hall. 

• Telephone Kiosk/Defibrillator(s): The kiosk had been painted and the decorator had forwarded his bill for £100. This 
was less than originally quoted as the inside of the box did not require painting in his opinion and just needed a good 
clean. 
 

15. Local policing: update from the most recent meeting of the Rural Crime Group attended by Cllr. McOuat. 
 

16. Grantham Canal: Cllr. Lane updated members on the progress in relation to the Lengthman’s Hut. The second phase of the 
timber preparation was due to take place in November with the reconstruction of the hut hopefully commencing in the spring. 
 

17. Wharf Landscaping: As this item had been raised at the previous meeting as an agenda item but had been covered under Item 
5. There was no further action to be taken at this stage. The Clerk would check with Cllr. Combellack to see if there were any 
points that she wished to raise on the matter. 

 
18. Walker’s Green:  

Cherry tree – Cllr. Lane had taken a look at the condition of the cherry tree and noted that the tree should be trimmed back to 
see if it revives in the spring otherwise it should be removed. 
Additional playground equipment: item deferred. 
 

19. Finance: 30th June – Balance of Current Account: £18,071.56 Reserve = £3,814.50 Total £21,886.06. 
a) Annual Accounts: Confirmation of completion of audit with one recommendation which was that The Clerk should check the 

Internal Auditors report is correct upon completion. 
b) Payments due:  

Cheque No Payee Description Amount 

663 Staff Staff costs + expenses £989.94 

664 Vale decorating Telephone kiosk redecoration £100.00 

665 Royal British Legion Wreath £18.00 

Cllr. Parkes proposed that the above payments be made; seconded by Cllr. McOuat and passed. 
Action: Clerk to forward payments. 
 

20. Items from members for the next agenda: to be forwarded to the Clerk a week prior to the next meeting. 
 

21. Late items and Chairman’s matters: No further matters, as the WI request had been covered under Item 12. 
 

22. Date of next meetings: 5th Dec, 30th Jan 2018, 13th Mar, 15th May, 10th Jul, 4th Sep 
 
 
No further business – meeting closed at 9.20pm 


