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HICKLING PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 30th January 2018 in the Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm. 

 
Councillors:  Smith (Chair)  Barrett  Lane 
 
Also, in attendance:  Notts County Councillor John Cottee, Borough Councillor Tina Combellack, the Clerk – Jo Cartmell and 3 
members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies: Were received and accepted from Councillors Garner-Evans, Greenwood, McOuat and Parkes. 

 
2. Declarations of Interest: None. 

 
3. Acceptance of minutes of the meeting held 5th December 2017: It was agreed that the minutes of the meeting be accepted as a 

true record. 
 

(Standing orders suspended – 7.33pm) 

4. Open session for the public limited to 15 minutes. 
Mr Roger Stanley attended the meeting to ask the Parish Council to take action in relation to dog fouling. 
Councillors agreed to site dog fouling bags in dispensers throughout the village, put up some new signage warning of prosecution 
and to ask the Dog Warden to attend. 
Action: Clerk to arrange posters, dog warden visits and poo bag dispensers. 
Mr Stanley also wished the Council to take action in relation to speeding traffic passing through the village at about 2pm. Workers 
were allegedly coming off shift from Long Clawson and rat running through the village. The Clerk was asked to email Cllr. John 
Cottee regarding the issue and he would speak to Notts Police to see if they could attend to show a presence. The Clerk was 
also asked to write to companies in Long Clawson and ask for their co-operation in reducing the issue of speeding traffic through 
Hickling. It was also noted that a joint grant application was being submitted with Upper Broughton Parish Council for funds to 
purchase an Interactive Speed Sign. 
Action: Clerk to write to NC Cllr. Cottee and Long Clawson Companies. 
Mrs Barbara McEwen attended the meeting to give the councillors an outline of the Village Hall’s finances which would enable 
them to have a better understanding of the financial position. Mrs McEwen agreed to provide the full details for those councillors 
who weren’t present. 

(Standing orders reinstated – 7.48pm) 

 
5. Planning Matters. 

a) Applications:   
18/00228/FUL Single storey front extension, Mill Lane Cottages, Mill Lane, Hickling. Delegated to the Clerk to gather responses 
as the full details of the application had not arrived in time for the meeting. 
The following applications were discussed in between meetings: 
17/02863/FUL & 17/02901/LBC Mulberry House, Main St. Hickling 
Rear single storey extension with cellar below, second floor extension to rear wing, addition of two windows to a gable. 
No objection but the Council commented that it wished to see the pump at the rear of the property protected and restored to 
working order as there are very few remaining in the Conservation Area. 
17/02884/FUL Weir House, Main St. Hickling 
Proposed carport, widening of driveway and associated works 
The Parish Council objected to the application on the grounds that the design of the flat roof carport was inappropriate for the 
Conservation Area. Members were also concerns about the removal of the hedge and noted that should permission be granted 
that a condition be set ensuring the replacement of the hedge. Members did not object to the widening of the drive. 
b) Decisions: 
17/02834/FUL The White House, Clawson Lane, Hickling – Conservatory to the front. PERMISSION GRANTED. 
17/02761/FUL The Dovecote, Main St. Hickling – Demolition of dwelling. PERMSSION GRANTED. 
17/01982/FUL The Dovecote, Main St. Hickling – Replacement dwelling. REFUSE PERMISSION. 
17/02706/FUL 21 Harles Acres, Hickling – (Retrospective) Replacement UPVC windows, rendering and replacement cladding. 
PERMISSION GRANTED 
17/02672/FUL & 17/02844/FUL Rosegarth, Main St. Hickling – Replacement of single storey with two-storey extension and to 
demolish single storey extension. APPLICATION WITHDRAWN. 
c) Other planning matters/consultations:  

The Old Wharf, Main St. – No further update. 
 

6. Neighbourhood Plan 
i. Steering Group Update: Cllr. Combellack updated members of the production of the Neighbourhood Plan. The Steering 

Group were looking to produce a Design Guidance appendix for the Neighbourhood Plan and were in the process of 
looking to hire a Design Consultant to work with Cllr. Greenwood to produce the Design Guidance. The first quote 
received had been a little more than anticipated and a further interview was taking place this Friday with a second 
Consultant who would hopefully quote for the work. A third Consultant had been contacted and the Clerk was looking 
to arrange for a third interview and quote. 
Members agreed that the Steering Group should be delegated to recruit the Design Consultant in agreement with Cllr. 
Greenwood on behalf of the Parish Council. 
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Action: Steering Group to hire Design Consultant 
ii. Finances – including payments and anticipated outgoings. 

The Clerk noted that the grant period had now ended, and the unused grant money had to be repaid to Groundwork 
UK. A total of £735.86 was to be repaid. The Steering Group would need the Parish Council to reapply for funding to 
complete the next stage of the plan. Members agreed that the Steering Group under the direction of the Planning 
Consultants could apply for the next staging of funding. The Clerk would report back to the PC and the application 
would be ratified at a future meeting. 
Action: Steering Group to apply for funding from Locality with The Clerk. 
 

7. Councillor’s reports. 
NC Cllr. Cottee reported that as Head of the Committee for Highways, he was pleased to report that £20m had been put aside 
to invest in rural roads and highways improvements. The total Highways budget would be in the region of £100m. The County 
Council was also looking to make funds available for interactive speed signs and gateway schemes for village communities. 
A new recycling site was being proposed in the vicinity of Bingham and Cotgrave as the West Bridgford site had been unable to 
cope with level of usage, further details would follow once a firm proposal had been made. 
Regrettably, Cllr Cottee had found himself in a position where he had been unable to support a freeze in Council Tax due to 
reduced funding from Central Government. The current budget proposals would include a 2.9% increase for the basic tax and 
2% increase to for the Adult and Social Care sector to meet growing demands. The overall funding from Central Government 
for 2018/19 would be half the amount that was received in 2009. 
RBC Cllr. Combellack reported that the Borough Council were looking to scrutinise the rural bus services and the issue would 
be discussed on 16th February.  
The Borough Council has pledged £50k to invest in tree planting across the Borough. Details of the scheme will be forwarded 
shortly but the scheme would include the appointment of Parish Tree Wardens, offering training on Tree Preservation Orders 
and gateway planting for villages. 
 

8. Correspondence. 
East Leake Parish Council: Open letter: Clerk to forward a copy of the letter to all councillors. 
RBC: Parish Forum – Thu 1st March 2018 09.30-12.30 – The agenda and further details would follow shortly, councillors were 
asked to notify the Clerk if they wished to attend. 
 

9. Community Engagement 
Update & next steps: The Clerk reported that the priority was to increase awareness of the Community Initiative. An invite needed 
to be produced and sent out to all households at an estimated cost of about £35.00. Members asked the Clerk to arrange the 
production and distribution of the invite. 

 
10. Cemetery: Black Poplar – The WI were expecting to receive the bare root tree shortly. A decision needed to be taken as to 

where the tree was to be planted at the Cemetery. 
Action: Clerk to liaise with Cllrs. Lane and Greenwood about the final position of the tree. 
 

11. Highways and Footpaths. 
Footpath: Damage to surface and stile – The Rights of Way officer had reported that as long as there was no safety issue then 
there was nothing that could be done in relation to the surroundings to the footpath outside the Dovecote. The stile and everything 
other than the footpath track was the responsibility of the landowner, if the landowner didn’t wish to replace the stile then there 
was no requirement to do so as long as the footpath was still accessible. 
Interactive Speed Sign: The joint application with Upper Broughton Parish Council would be submitted to the Local Improvement 
Scheme for 100% of the cost. The finer details relating to insurance and ownership would be agreed between the two council’s 
should the application be successful. 
 

12. Environmental Matters. 
John Brookes Sawmills Update: No updates had yet been received in relation the concern about the size of the woodpile at John 
Brookes Sawmills. 
 

13. Community matters. 

• Registration of community assets – The Plough & Wharf/Wharfside: Form completed. 

• Hickling Village Hall: Cllr. McOuat was not in attendance to provide an update. 

• Telephone Kiosk/Defibrillator(s): None. 
 

14. Local policing: None. 
 

15. Grantham Canal: No further update, the site clearance was due imminently and the rebuild was hoped to start in the Spring. 
 

16. Walker’s Green: Additional playground equipment: item deferred. 
 

17. Finance:   
a) Balance of Accounts: Current Account £16,982.03 and reserve account £3,814.81 
b) Budget:. Barrett questioned how the budget was set so much higher than the anticipated income. The Clerk explained that 

the budget was rarely always spent and that the General Reserve could not be left to accumulate therefore the budget had 
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been set in anticipation that some of the reserves would be used. Some of the projects were also still in the pipeline so the 
money had gone back into the General Reserve where the budget allocation had not been spent. Members accepted the 
budget as outlined below but Cllr. Barrett asked for Spending Review to be carried out at the next meeting. 

  
Budget 
2017/18 

Actual 
2017/18 Est Year End +/- PROPOSAL 

Diff 2018/19 
 proposal 

   to date       

Audit 150.00 45.00 45.00 -105.00 150.00 0.00 

Staff 3822.00 2661.00 3616.50 -205.50 3822.00 0.00 

Clerk's Expenses 40.00 72.51 96.36 56.36 100.00 60.00 

Printing and stationery 20.00 46.43 53.43 33.43 50.00 30.00 

Bank charges 25.00 25.00 25.00 0.00 25.00 0.00 

Seminars/Training 35.00 155.00 155.00 120.00 200.00 165.00 

British Legion donation 20.00 18.00 18.00 -2.00 20.00 0.00 

Insurance 400.00 369.92 369.92 -30.08 420.00 20.00 

Subscriptions 120.00 0.00 111.40 -8.60 120.00 0.00 

Election costs 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Maintain cemetery 2000.00 2235.00 2235.00 235.00 2000.00 0.00 

Cemetery (Other) 0.00 750.00 750.00 750.00 0.00 0.00 

Miscellaneous recreational 50.00 0.00 41.06 -8.94 50.00 0.00 

Community projects 1000.00 1492.00 1492.00 492.00 1000.00 0.00 

Community Engagement 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 800.00 800.00 

Walkers' Green - play area. 500.00 0.00 0.00 -500.00 500.00 0.00 

Walkers' Green 550.00 496.50 496.50 -53.50 550.00 0.00 

Community Defibrillator 150.00 0.00 33.00 -117.00 150.00 0.00 

Hickling Standard 200.00 0.00 0.00 -200.00 200.00 0.00 

Parish Plan 100.00 0.00 0.00 -100.00 100.00 0.00 

Neighbourhood plan 400.00 3555.14 4291.00 3891.00 1000.00 600.00 

Village Hall 1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 0.00 1000.00 0.00 

Other  100.00 150.00 150.00 50.00 100.00 0.00 

          
 

c) Precept: Cllr. Smith proposed that the budget be set at £7,230 which was an increase of approximately 2%, this was 
seconded by Cllr. Lane and passed. 

d) Payments due: (Neighbourhood Plan – Grey) 

Cheque No Payee Description Amount 

669 Colin Wilkinson Payment Correction £10.00 

670 Staff Staff Costs and stationery £961.00 

671 Groundwork UK Neighbourhood Plan Repayment of Grant £735.86 

672 NALC Subs £111.40 

 Cllr. Lane proposed that the above payments be made this was seconded by Cllr. Barrett and passed. 
 

18. Items from members for the next agenda: Cllr. Barrett asked for a Spending Review and Fundraising to be added to the agenda 
for the next meeting. 
 

19. Late items and Chairman’s matters: None. 
 

20. Date of next meetings: 13th Mar, 15th May, 10th Jul, 4th Sep 
 

No further business – meeting closed at 8.50pm 


