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HICKLING PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 19th October 2021 held in Hickling Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm. 

 

Councillors: Lane (Chair)  Playle   Reid 
   Barrett   Prosser 
Also in attendance: Borough Councillor Tina Combellack, The Clerk – Jo Cartmell and three members of the public. 

 

1. Election of a meeting Chair: It was AGREED that Simon Lane would be elected Chair. 
 

2. Apologies: Were received and accepted from Cllr. Smith and Notts. County Cllr. Cottee. 
 

3. Declarations of Interest: Cllr. Lane and Cllr. Prosser registered an interest in relation to the late planning application received 
and not listed on the agenda - 21/02740/FUL and 21/02741/LBC. 

 
4. Acceptance of minutes of the meeting held on 14th September 2021 

It was AGREED that the minutes be accepted with the following amendments:    
i) On two occasions under Item 5, it was written that ‘Cllr Reid noted…’ it was AGREED that this should be changed to 

Cllr. Reid ‘reported’. 
ii) Item 8 - It was noted that the Ward member reported on a bee friendly verge scheme by the Borough Council. This 

should read ‘by the County Council.’ 
iii) Item 7. Hedgerows: The additional hedge encroaching on the pavement was on Main Street, not Bridegate Lane. 

 
5. Open session to address matters raised by the public limited to 15 minutes. 

A representative from the Hickling Standard explained that due to Covid, the advertising income had reduced significantly and 
there was a deficit in the figures with money owed to the previous editor who had paid out of personal funds for the first paper 
edition to be printed since the COVID restrictions were introduced. The Council were asked to provide funding for the 
magazine to assist with printing costs until advertising revenue increased. It was noted that several Parish Council’s provide 
financial support for their Parish magazines. It was AGREED that the Parish Council would provide £1000 of funding to pay for 
the Parish Magazine to cover the printing costs of the next few issues. The representative from the Hickling Standard was 
invited to return in four months when the financial situation would be reviewed and a plan for financial assistance would be 
reconsidered. 
A resident asked that the Parish Council consider holding a similar event to that held in Upper Broughton. The Parish Council 
there had organised a Meet Your Neighbours event where everyone had a name tag and any village group that they were a 
member of, to enable people to chat about the groups in the village. There was a Hog Roast, refreshments, and ice cream van 
plus entertainment like skittles and a hook-a-duck. Councillors liked the idea of holding an event and it was noted that although 
the Annual Parish Meeting had attempted to encourage a similar gathering, it would be good to hold an event independently of 
the formalities of the Parish Council. 
Councillors were asked to consider this prior to the next meeting with a view to discussing formally. 
 

6. Planning Matters. 
a) Applications to be discussed. 

None at time of publication of the agenda, but four applications had subsequently been received which were delegated to 
the Clerk to formulate a response. 
21/02740/FUL and 21/02741/LBC 
Development: New car port and swimming pool 
Location: Bowling Green Cottage, The Green, Hickling 
21/02715/FUL & 21/02783/LBC 
Development: Construction of side extension includes 2No. conservation velux roof lights. Erection of detached toilet 
facilities and vehicle charging points 
Location: Old Wharf Building Adjacent Wharf House, Main Street, Hickling. 

b) Applications discussed between meetings. 
21/02552/OUT Outline application with all matters reserved for new dwelling and garage within the grounds of 'The White 
House'. 
The White House Main Street Hickling 
No objection 
21/02488/FUL Extension to existing garden store. 
Manor House Main Street Hickling 
No objection 
 

7. Portfolio group reports. 
Finance and Administration (Cllr. Prosser) 
- Clerk vacancy – The position had been readvertised and it was hoped that there would be applicants shortly. 
- Councillor vacancy – Resignation of Cllr. Baker. 

The vacancy had been advertised and the Borough Council would be in contact after the election period. 
- Neighbourhood plan update 

The Examiners report had raised a few points which needed to be considered further with the possibility of further 
consultation. The Council would update Parishioners at the earliest opportunity regarding the next stage of the Plan 
progression. 
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Environment (Cllrs Playle and Lane) 
- National Clean- up – Cllr. Lane and Playle asked for a risk assessment to be provided by the Clerk, plus a safety brief. 
- Wildflower seed planting. 

Cllr. Playle had been looking for suitable sites for the distribution of the wildflower seeds as these required special 
management particularly in relation to mowing. Currently, the County Council contractors were carrying out a single cut at 
the end of the growing season but due to litter and waste, the grass cuttings are left instead of being collected. Cllr. Playle 
informed the meeting that it was important that cuttings were lifted to enable the wildflowers to flourish. Cllr. Playle 
continued to look for solutions to the issue including litter picks prior to mowing, removing areas from the NCC mowing 
programme and mowing the area earlier in the season. 
Cllr. Playle to report back at the next meeting. 

Highways and Street furniture (Cllrs. Barrett and Playle) 
A list of repairs was compiled by the Highways Portfolio councillors and four cases were reported to the relevant authority 
with case numbers obtained. Due to the resignation of Cllr. Baker, Cllr. Playle had agreed to join the Highways Portfolio 
team. 

Assets (Cllrs Barrett and Smith) 
-      Springer installation. 

The Clerk was asked to obtain further quotes with the deadline being on Friday 22nd October before liaising with 
Councillors for a final decision. 

- Cemetery gates and benches. 
Three quotes were expected imminently for the bench repairs.  
The Clerk had not heard from the Volunteer regarding the method statement for the repair of the cemetery gate repairs. 
She was asked to contact them. 

Points of action for the next meeting. 
Clerk to ask for a Speed Survey to be carried out in the village. 
Cllr. Playle to speak to the PCC regarding replacing the dead tree in the Churchyard 

 
8. Ward member reports. 

Rural Crime Meeting – There were several issues highlighted to representatives from Notts and Leics Police Forces which 
included improved cross border communications. An email network had been set up to improve the flow of information. Cllr. 
Combellack took the opportunity to remind parishioners that they should report every incident no matter how small. 
Cllr. Combellack noted that during recent cleaning of the Smite feeder, a bag of Hares was recovered which indicated that 
Hare Coursing was taking place, this had been reported to the Police. 
Cllr. Combellack asked the council to consider taking advantage of the grant scheme for a Covid memorial; this could be a 
bench or a tree. 
Cllr. Combellack also reminded the Parish Council that the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee was next year and organisations within 
the village were looking to mark the occasion so could the Parish Council consider doing the same. 
The Ward Member referred to the minutes of the last meeting and requested a public apology regarding the allegation that she 
had not responded to a parishioner’s request for assistance. Cllr. Combellack had provided an email trail with the individual 
who had alleged to Cllr Reid that the correspondence sent, had been ignored. 
Cllr. Reid responded that he had had to listen to the comments of the individual involved and had merely relayed a 
conversation and was not the person who had made the allegation. Cllr. Reid stated that he did not intend the relaying of 
information to come across as accusatory and if that was how it appeared, he apologised. 
 

9. Correspondence. 
Notice had been received from the owner of Japonica House that they had been discussing the removal of the ivy hedge to the 
North of their property. The hedge was extremely wide and had been poorly maintained and they were proposing to replace it 
with a new hedge of native species. 
Cllr. Lane noted he had been to see the owners and understood the reasons for removal and would support the replacement 
of the hedge with native species. 
 

10. Finance: 
a) Balance of Accounts: Current Account £14,975.80 Reserve Account £3,829.45 
b) Payments due: None. 
 

11. Items from members for the next agenda: to be forwarded to the Clerk a week prior to the meeting. 
 

12. Date of next meetings: 30th Nov, 11th Jan 2022, 8th Mar, 3rd May, 28th Jun, 6th Sep 
 
Cllr. Playle wished to bring to the Parish Council’s attention the difficulties faced by the Cricket Club. The Club had been in the 
village for generations and after the recent success of league promotion, now faced difficulties as the Club didn’t have enough 
players to field a team. 
The cost of running the club was in the region of £5,000. It was hoped that by highlighting the difficulties faced, that the Club 
could attract some additional players to enable it to continue. 
Cllr. Prosser volunteered to speak to a neighbouring club about possible solutions and there were a few suggestions shared 
about how to advertise the Club locally and hopefully attract more players. 

 
No further business – meeting closed 9.05pm 


