
Referendum on the Hickling Neighbourhood Plan  

 
It is now time to have your say on whether Rushcliffe Borough Council use the Hickling 
Neighbourhood Plan to determine planning applications in our community.  
 
Since 2016, people in Hickling and Hickling Pastures have developed a Neighbourhood Plan 
setting out a shared vision for the place where we live and work. The Plan describes where 
people think new houses and businesses should be located and what they should look like. 
It also identifies important local green spaces and areas of nature conservation 
for protection, as well as how we conserve local heritage. 
 
On Thursday 3 March 2022, you can vote in a referendum organised by Rushcliffe Borough 
Council. You will be asked to vote YES or NO to the following question: Do you want 
Rushcliffe Borough Council to use the Neighbourhood Plan for Hickling to help it decide 
planning applications in the neighbourhood area?  
 
The Plan is approved and adopted by Rushcliffe Borough Council if voted for by a simple 
majority. 
 
How has the Hickling Neighbourhood Plan been developed? 
The Hickling Neighbourhood Plan has been in development since Autumn 2016. During that 
time extensive engagement and consultation has taken place with parishioners, including 
surveys, questionnaires and direct engagement at local events. This feedback has directly 
shaped the Plan. 
 
What are the key policies included in the Hickling Neighbourhood Plan? 

• All new housing development should reflect local needs, including smaller and 
affordable homes for sale or rent. Design standards should also reflect the distinctive 
character of Hickling and Hickling Pastures 

• Environmental policies that aim to protect trees, hedges, wildlife, biodiversity, 
footpaths, important views and limit light and noise pollution 

• Designation of local green spaces, including the canal basin, St Luke’s churchyard, 
Walker's Green and the land opposite the junction of Clawson Lane and Main Street 

• Further policies to ensure that local services and facilities are retained, there is a 
reduced impact of traffic, the Parish remains a working community with farming 
roots and the canal makes a positive contribution to village life 

What does a YES vote mean? 
If approved, the Hickling Neighbourhood Plan will be used by Rushcliffe Borough Council to 
check whether any proposed development is in accordance with the policies that our 
community has shaped. While a NO vote means that development will still take place, it will 
be done without the detailed policies in our Plan, which are intended to ensure that any 
development is in keeping with the character of our Parish. 
 
 
 

https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/media/1rushcliffe/media/documents/pdf/planningandbuilding/neighbourhoodplans/hickling/Hickling%20Neighbourhood%20Plan%20-%20Referendum%20Plan%20draft.pdf
https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/media/1rushcliffe/media/documents/pdf/planningandbuilding/neighbourhoodplans/hickling/Hickling%20Neighbourhood%20Plan%20-%20Referendum%20Plan%20draft.pdf
https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/media/1rushcliffe/media/documents/pdf/planningandbuilding/neighbourhoodplans/hickling/Hickling%20Neighbourhood%20Plan%20-%20Referendum%20Plan%20draft.pdf
https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/media/1rushcliffe/media/documents/pdf/councilanddemocracy/elections/Hickling%20NPR%20-%20Notice%20of%20Referendum.pdf


Where can I see a copy of the Hickling Neighbourhood Plan? 
You can read the full Hickling Neighbourhood Plan and associated documents here. Paper 
copies are also available in the telephone box on Main Street and at the Rushcliffe Customer 
Service Centre in West Bridgford. The specified documents are: 

• Hickling Neighbourhood Plan - Notice of Referendum (PDF - 48KB) 
• Hickling Neighbourhood Plan - Information Statement (PDF - 896KB) 
• Hickling Neighbourhood Plan - Referendum Plan (PDF - 10,903KB) 
• Hickling Neighbourhood Plan - Examiners Report (PDF - 1,040KB) 
• Hickling Parish Neighbourhood Plan - Summary of representations pre examination 

consultation (PDF - 321KB) 
• Hickling Neighbourhood Plan - Basic Condition Statement (PDF - 192KB) 

How do I vote? 
Voting will take place on Thursday 3 March 2022 from 7am 10pm at Hickling Village Hall. If 
eligible, you will have received a Poll Card from Rushcliffe Borough Council. This includes 
information about how to vote by post or by proxy if you cannot go to the polling station on 
the day of the referendum. 
 
 

https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/elections/referendums/
https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/media/1rushcliffe/media/documents/pdf/councilanddemocracy/elections/Hickling%20NPR%20-%20Notice%20of%20Referendum.pdf
https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/media/1rushcliffe/media/documents/pdf/planningandbuilding/neighbourhoodplans/hickling/Hickling%20Neighbourhood%20Plan%20-%20Information_Statement.pdf
https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/media/1rushcliffe/media/documents/pdf/planningandbuilding/neighbourhoodplans/hickling/Hickling%20Neighbourhood%20Plan%20-%20Referendum%20Plan%20draft.pdf
https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/media/1rushcliffe/media/documents/pdf/planningandbuilding/neighbourhoodplans/hickling/Hickling%20Neighbourhood%20Plan%20-%20Examiners%20Report.pdf
https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/media/1rushcliffe/media/documents/pdf/planningandbuilding/neighbourhoodplans/hickling/Hickling%20Neighbourhood%20Plan%20-%20Summary%20of%20reps%20pre%20exam%20consultation.pdf
https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/media/1rushcliffe/media/documents/pdf/planningandbuilding/neighbourhoodplans/hickling/Hickling%20Neighbourhood%20Plan%20-%20Summary%20of%20reps%20pre%20exam%20consultation.pdf
https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/media/1rushcliffe/media/documents/pdf/planningandbuilding/neighbourhoodplans/hickling/Hickling%20Neighbourhood%20Plan%20-%20Basic%20Condition%20Statement.pdf

