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HICKLING PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 11th January 2022 held in Hickling Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm. 

 

Councillors:  Playle (Chair)  Barrett   Lane       
   Prosser   Smith 

And after their co-option under Item:  Councillors Adlam and Green. 
 
Also in attendance: Borough Councillor Tina Combellack, County Councillor Cllr John Cottee, The Clerk – J Holland, and ten 

members of the public. 
 

1. Election of a meeting Chair: It was AGREED that Peter Playle would be elected Chair, and he signed the declaration of 
acceptance of office form. 
 

2. Apologies: None. 
 

3. Declarations of Interest: None.  
 

4. Acceptance of minutes of the meeting held on 30th November 2021 
It was proposed by Cllr Smith and seconded by Cllr Lane that the minutes of the meeting were accepted as a true record of 
the meeting and AGREED by all.    
 
Item 7 co-option of new members was brought forward. Cllr Playle asked if any members of the public would like to stand for 
the current councillor vacancies. As no members stated that they were interested, the Chair asked the two members of the 
public that had contacted the Clerk prior to the meeting, to state why they were interested in joining the Parish Council?  
 
Jack Adlam introduced himself, he has lived in the village for a year, and been local all of his life, he has two young children 
and wished to contribute to the village by helping to maintain the level of facilities and to ensure that Hickling remained a safe, 
clean environment for everyone. 
 
Steve Green introduced himself to the Parish Council, he has lived in the village for 3 ½ years with his wife and has adult 
children. He was interested in getting more involved with the village, with the village show and the Platinum Jubilee 
celebrations this year.  
 
The Parish Council took a vote with regards to co-opting the two new members, Cllr Prosser proposed that Jack Adlam joined 
the Parish Council, this was seconded by Cllr Lane and unanimously agreed by all.  Cllr Smith proposed that Steve Green join 
the Parish Council, this was seconded by Cllr Prosser and unanimously agreed by all. 
 
Standing orders suspended 
 

5. Open session to address matters raised by the public limited to 15 minutes. 
 
A member of the public stated that he had reported a water leak on Bridegate Lane to NCC on the 11.1.22 ref CSC 
392144601, resident advised that the NCC will send an inspector to view. 
Action: Clerk to pass reference number to Cllr John Cottee. 
 
A car had been parked by the junction near Bridegate Lane / Main Street around 3.45-4.15 with headlights on, which could 
dazzle on-coming vehicles, it appeared that the driver was waiting for the school bus to drop off passenger. The driver was 
approached and advised that the glare of the headlights could dazzle on-coming traffic.  

 
Two parishioners raised the subject of a recent planning application for The Wharf.’ 
Parishioner 1 stated that 36 public comments were on the Rushcliffe Borough Council portal, 30 of these were in favour, 3 
against, 11 of these were from within the Parish, which equated to 80% in support of the development. It was suggested that 
the Parish Council had not taken into consideration the benefits of the development, such as the removal of the HGVs from the 
village and the deindustrialisation of the site, however, 2 objections had been taken into consideration by the Parish Council 
and it was felt that there was not balanced approach. 
 
The Parishioner asked why the Parish Council could not have discussed the application at the meeting that was held in 
November, the Chair explained that, as there were no comments from parishioners and consultees on the planning website at 
the time of the November meeting, and it was agreed that the Parish Councillors had not had time to read and consider such a 
lengthy application (it had only been received several days before the meeting), therefore, the Parish Council felt that they 
should wait so that time could be given to look at the application and also to see any parishioner and consultee comments 
before it commented on the application. The Chair stated that he had declared an interest in the application, so he had not 
taken part in the discussions concerning this application 
 
The other public comments listed on the planning portal were from postcodes outside of the Parish, and so they were not 
included in his figures. As such, Cllr Barrett felt that the 80% number quoted by the parishioner was misrepresentive.  
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Cllr Prosser added that the application had been fully considered in conjunction with Hickling’s emerging Neighbourhood Plan 
policies, as approved by the Parish Council, and that the Parish Council supported sympathetic development of The Wharf – 
she commented that this statement was detailed in the Parish’s response to Rushcliffe Borough Council. 

Parishioner 1 further alleged that the Parish Council lacked consistency when considering planning applications as 6 weeks 
before their application in respect of The Wharf, the Council had considered an outline application for The White House – both 
parishioners considered that this application was not within the guidelines of the Neighbourhood Plan and should have been 
objected to by the Parish Council on the same grounds as their application. 

A parishioner, who was the Clerk to the Parish Council at the time of The White House application, advised that the original 
White House outline application had been submitted prior to the inception of Hickling’s Neighbourhood Plan, and was a 
resubmission. The White House applications had been considered by the Parish Council in accordance with policies at the 
time and that the developments already granted permission in the Parish had been taken into account during the assessment 
of Housing Needs of the Parish within the Neighbourhood Plan.  

Cllr Smith advised that he had declared an interest in The Wharf application, however, wished to point out that The White 
House outline application went back several years over a few applications that had previously been considered. 

Parishioner 1 felt that the Parish Council did not have a consistent approach in considering planning applications and would 
like these comments to be minuted. Cllr Playle responded that he understood the parishioner’s view but it was the Parish 
Council’s duty to take into consideration the overall benefits & requirements of the whole village and not just the individual 
applicant. Parishioner 1 continued that they had attended the meeting to raise the issue of inconsistences with the Parish 
Council’s approach when considering planning applications. In relation to the recent application at AE Faulks, they noted that 
the Parish Council had deferred its decision at the last meeting (held in November) to allow them to take note of comments 
submitted on the planning portal – they felt that the online ‘support’ comments had not been taken into account when the 
Parish Council considered the application and that the benefits of the application to the village had been disregarded by the 
Parish Council and not mentioned in the Parish Council’s official response to Rushcliffe Borough Council. They wished the 
minutes to reflect the fact that Councillors had no response to their comments raised. 

Standing orders re-instated 8.04pm 

6. Decision Notices.

21/02740/FUL 
Development: New car port and swimming pool. 
Location: Bowling Green Cottage, The Green, Hickling, NottinghamshireLE14 3AE 
Grant permission  

7. Portfolio group reports.
Finance and Administration (Cllr. Prosser)
- Budget

The previous Hickling Parish Clerk explained the breakdown of the budget that had been circulated prior to the meeting, and 
ran through the budget for the current year, actual expenditure to date and figures that were due to be paid.  

It was proposed that an addition be added to expenditure to cover the purchase of additional Lamp Post poppies. 

Every expected expenditure has been included, there will be no Neighbourhood Plan grants this year. 
End of Year balance - there is a £620 tax rebate pending. 

The History Group have requested a grant of £250 for 2022/23, this was unanimously agreed by all, but it was suggested that 
the History Group should also be encouraged to seek additional funding from other sources going forward. 

2022/23 community projects would include the provision of a new noticeboard, as discussed previously – a Covid-19 Memorial 
Fund grant application would be submitted imminently to request £500 funding for the new noticeboard. 

Platinum Jubilee – it should be noted that there may be a requirement to incur some expenditure on this event. 

Potential future projects for 2022/23 and beyond are the Village Gateways for each approach to the village (N.S.E and W). 

Cllr Prosser proposed that the budget as shown below be adopted, seconded by Cllr Playle, unanimously agreed by all. 

Budget 2021/22 Actual 2021/22 Est Year End +/- PROPOSAL 
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to date 

Audit 100.00 48.00 48.00 -52.00 100.00 

Staff 3822.00 5403.54 7234.26 3412.26 4921.28 

Expenses 100.00 0.00 0.00 -100.00 100.00 

Printing and stationery 50.00 0.00 200.00 150.00 50.00 

Bank charges 25.00 25.00 25.00 0.00 25.00 

Seminars/Training 200.00 34.53 34.53 -165.47 200.00 

British Legion donation 30.00 19.00 19.00 -11.00 120.00 

Insurance 420.00 402.06 402.06 -17.94 425.00 

Subscriptions 180.00 163.38 293.38 113.38 180.00 

Election costs 100.00 0.00 0.00 -100.00 100.00 

Maintain cemetery 200.00 100.00 100.00 -100.00 200.00 

Cemetery (Other) 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Miscellaneous recreational 50.00 0.00 0.00 -50.00 50.00 

Community projects 400.00 100.00 250.00 -150.00 1950.00 

Community Engagement 300.00 0.00 0.00 -300.00 350.00 

Walkers' Green - play equipment. 500.00 1569.00 2299.00 1799.00 100.00 

Walkers' Green 800.00 84.87 84.87 -715.13 200.00 

Village Maintenance 2500.00 4610.00 4610.00 2110.00 2500.00 

Community Defibrillator 150.00 0.00 95.00 -55.00 200.00 

Hickling Standard 200.00 1000.00 1000.00 800.00 100.00 

Parish Plan 100.00 0.00 0.00 -100.00 100.00 

Neighbourhood plan 500.00 0.00 0.00 -500.00 500.00 

Village Hall 1000.00 0.00 0.00 -1000.00 1000.00 

Other  100.00 0.00 0.00 -100.00 100.00 

Cllr Prosser proposed to adopt a 4% increase on the tax base and councillors agreed a precept figure of £8,740 seconded 
by Cllr Playle, unanimously agree by all. 
Action: Clerk to notify RBC of the precept figure. 

- Councillor vacancy
Cllr Prosser welcomed the two new members to the Parish Council.
Action Point: Clerk to advice the Electoral Services Officer of the details of the new Parish Councillors.

- Neighbourhood plan update
Cllr Prosser advised that the Clerk had asked for an update regarding the Neighbourhood Plan, however, had not
received a reply.
Cllr Combellack advised that a meeting was taking place in cabinet this evening, then it will go to full council on the 10 th

March.

- Update of Bank Signatories.
Cllrs Prosser and Lane and the previous Parish Clerk had completed their section and the new Clerk will complete once
forms are available.
Action Point: New Clerk to sign bank paperwork.

- Outlook package for Clerk
Proposed by Cllr Prosser that the package is purchased and seconded by Cllr Lane, unanimously agreed by all.
Action Point: Outlook package to be purchased.

- Seek possible land to be used as a car park
Suggestion that the Parish Council should look for land within the parish that it could possibly rent out / purchase / be
gifted as a car park, this would significantly ease the congestion in the village, specifically at the basin and around the Old
Wharf. The Parish Councillors agreed that this was a matter to be considered and would be explored further. The
previous Parish Clerk advised that Notts CC did a survey approximately 6 years ago when the residents of Main Street
were asked if they would support double yellow lines and the outcome at that time was that the residents would not.

Environment (Cllrs Playle and Lane) 
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- Replacing of dead tree in Churchyard.
Concerning the conifer that has died in the churchyard – it was reported that, in fact, four trees have died in total.
The replacement WI poplar tree will be planted in the next two weeks in the Cemetery on Long Clawson Lane.
Action Point: Cllr Playle to discuss the dead trees in churchyard with the Church Wardens.

- Wildflower seed planting
Cllr. Playle has spoken to the owner of Sherwood Farms and they will have a meeting concerning planting the wild seed in
the verges.
A lot of the recently planted trees on Bridegate Lane have been destroyed by machinery, only 5 left, around 8 have been
destroyed. Also, the verges on Bridgegate Lane have been seriously churned up by the Hunt that took place on the
Monday after Christmas, a letter to be sent to the Hunt at Quorn from the Parish Council.
Action Point: Clerk to write to the Hunt from Quorn with regards to the churning up of the verges by Bridgegate
Lane.

- Litter Pick update.
The Parish Council has decided that this will take place on 3rd April. Previous Parish Clerk has equipment in garage.
Action Point: Cllr Playle will ask the pub for its support again.

Highways and Street furniture (Cllrs. Barrett and Playle) 

- Speed Survey, notice to be put in The Standard
Action: Notice put in the Standard asking for volunteers to set up a community speed watch team, deadline 15th

January.

- Village Notice Board Covid Grant (Memorial) £500
Cllr Prosser asked if the Parish Council had received three quotes for notice boards and if the funding application had
been sent.
Action Point: Clerk to check funding application and obtain three quotes for Notice Boards.

- Village Gateways
Cllrs decided that funding would have to be obtained to cover part of the cost for the Village Gateways, to discuss at
another meeting, if funding secured.
Action Point: Clerk to look at possible funding applications.

- 20MPH area in the village.
Clerk received a reply for 20 MPH areas from Village Hall to the Wharf and from the double extended cottage to the North
Side of the Village, this will be discussed at the Transport and Environmental Committee Meeting that is going to be held
at NCC.

- Long Term Project for village, informal meeting to be held on the 9th February.

Assets Cllrs Barrett and Smith)

- Cemetery gates and benches.
Parishioner has offered to carry out the work on the Cemetery Gates – to be followed up.

- Cricket Springer has been installed at Walkers’ Green.

The two new members to the Parish Council were asked to think about which portfolio would they like to join to work on. 

8. Annual Parish Council Meeting / Meet Your Neighbours
It was decided that this would be discussed at the informal meeting on the 9.2.22.

9. Acknowledgment of the passing of Mr John Walker who died on 25.11.21, he kindly gifted the land to the Parish Council that is
now Walkers’ Green
Parish Council to discuss an acknowledgement / memorial at Walkers’ Green with members of the Walker family.
Action Point: Cllr Playle will discuss this with family members.

10. Ward Reports

Cllr Combellack advised that there are grants currently available for the items discussed at the meeting, e.g., new noticeboard,
village gateways and she would forward the information to the clerk.
Action Point. Cllr Combellack will forward funding application information to the Clerk.
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Scrutiny of sewage leaks into the River Trent and the pumping stations. 
Regulations for planning.  
Unfortunately, there was damage to the trees on Bridegate Lane.  
Platinum Jubilee celebrations are being discussed. 

11. Correspondence

Email received from Colston Bassett Parish Council – re Conservation Areas in Rushcliffe, councillors asked that this was re-
circulated for consideration.
Action Point: Clerk to re-circulate correspondence.

Operation London Bridge, this information was noted for the future discussion and action.

12. Finance:

a) Balance of Accounts: Current Account £10,594.94, Reserve Account £3,829.45, please note current account figure on
January’s agenda was incorrect.

b) Payments due:

Community Heartbeat £51.60 defibrillator pads – cheque number 766. 

Tim Carline £215 for refurbishing of bench – cheque number 762.  

Proweb £150 for the Hickling history Group – cheque number 763. 

Support for clerk £258.72 – cheque number 764. Clerk wages will appear as an addendum to these minutes for period 
from 22.11.21 to 04.02.22 – cheque number 767. 
Clerk’s working from home allowance from 22.11.21 to 04.02.22 – cheque number 770, not issued until 25.2.22. 

ALS Contracting Ltd £876 for installation of Springer – cheque number 765. 

It was proposed by Cllr Prosser that the above payments were made and seconded by Cllr Lane, and unanimously agreed by 
all. 

Action: Clerk to forward payments. 

13. Items from members for the next agenda: to be forwarded to the Clerk a week prior to the meeting.

14. Date of next meetings: 8th Mar, 3rd May, 28th Jun, 6th Sep

No further business – meeting closed 9.25pm. 




